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Depending on the Institution of College General
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In the period of 4th industrial revolution, a lot of social and cultural changes have
naturally penetrated into our life with people having no time to prepare for them. In
addition, as the press often reports on the jobs which would disappear in the future
and predicts the big changes in general industries in the future, people get a little
unstable rather than expectation for the future.

It is the time when even the universities shall make efforts to subjectively prepare
for the changes in the future and think about their new roles and responsibilities. It 1s

required because there are a lot of doubts on the role of universities along with the
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terms “termination of universities” and the rampant unemployment of youth which has
not been solved by the existing college education curriculum.

Accordingly, this study was designed with the expectation that the general changes
in the college education system would be required to solve the college’s new roles and
responsibilities in the future and that especially the general education curriculum for
college students would be the starting point for the changes in the future. In more
details, this study would be made in a way that the organizations of the general
education curriculum would be compared depending on the operating institution which
is dedicated for the general education curriculum for each university, thereby obtaining
the implications for the improvement of the college general education curriculum and
the developmental operation of the college educational curriculum.

For this study, the following research issues were set.

First, what kinds of differences are there between the operation institutions for their
college general education curriculum?

Second, what kinds of differences are there in the organization of college general
education curriculum between the operation institutions?

Third, what is the implication for the improvement and development of college

general education curriculum?

For the study, the general 4-year colleges across the nation were grouped into
different types depending on their establishment, size, and location. The operating
Institutions were classified by borrowing the standard model on the general education
curriculum for the college students suggested by Korea National Institute for General
Education, in which the organizing institutions are classified into (O the entities
operating like the independent colleges such as undergraduate college or liberal arts
college and @ the middle-level entities such as basic education center and liberal arts
education centers. The final universities were selected made as follows: University of

Seoul, Kyung Hee University, Daejeon University, Handong Global University whose
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operating entities are in the independent college level and Seoul National University,
Korea University, Seoul Women's University and Jeju National University whose
organizing entities are in the middle level.

For the analysis of the general education curriculum for 8 universities, in the field of
general discussion and individual discussion of the general education curriculum, goal
of college education, goal setting in the general education curriculum, required
minimum credits, organizing field, required minimum credits and allocated credits for
each field and grade standards were selected as the sub-factors of the research
analysis frame for the comparison.

The results of the study showed that there are clear difference in the general
education curriculum depending on the organizing entities of the college general
education and that there are the implications for the development of general education
curriculum. It was found that each university has operated its general education
curriculum depending on the philosophy of establishment, vision and education goal
and that the goal of the general education curriculum was consistent with the values
and role of general education.

However, it was found that as for the setting of the required minimum credits, the
number of credits for the universities in the level of independent college take up more
proportion in the required total credits for graduation than that for universities in the
middle level, thus showing the importance of general education in those universities. In
addition, it was found that as for the organizing fields in the general education
curriculum and the required and allocated credits, the universities in the level of
independent college showed the model which was close to the standard model for
general education curriculum for the college students suggested by Korea National
Institute for General Education and they had classified the fields in more detailed and
refined way and opened the courses proper for them.

These research results showed that the role of the entity dedicated for the college
general education shall be strengthened and that each university shall make efforts to

improve the college general education curriculum. In addition, it is expected that the
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research results would contribute to the universities' training the human resources in
rapidly changing social environment to do their social responsibilities and construct the

hopeful community along with the actual preparation for the future society.

Key words: college general education curriculum, operating institution for college

general education curriculum, general education curriculum, organization of general

education curriculum
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