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The culture of a people is certainly the result of training, but training in all
aspects of shared life in a community. The child growing up in a social group
learns ways of doing things, ways of expressing themselves, ways of looking at
things, what things they should value and what things they should despise or
avoid, what is expected of them and what they may expect of others, these
attitudes, reactions, and unspoken assumptions become part of their way of life

without their being conscious of them. (Rivers, 1981: 263)
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<Abstract>

A Study of English Teachers and Learners' Perceptions of

Teaching and Learning Culture

DongGeun Gwak

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jonghoon Kim

This study aims to investigate the overall perceptions of secondary English teachers
and learners on teaching and learning cultures, find out the similarities and
differences in cultural education between the teacher and learner group, and to
suggest effective ways to teach English culture in classes. The research questions are

as follows.

First, what is the perception of secondary English teachers and learners about
English culture education?

Second, what are the similarities and differences between secondary English
teachers and learners' perceptions of English culture education?

Third, what are the improvements for effective cultural education in secondary schools?
To address the research questions, the data from 101 English teachers teaching in
Jeju Island and 279 middle and high school students were collected through

questionnaires and interviews. Based on the collected data, descriptive statistical
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analysis, frequency analysis, and independent sample t-test were conducted using the
SPSS 18.0 program. The major results of the analysis are as follows.

It was found that teachers and learners' perceptions of culture and culture
education were mostly high in the proportion of positive response. Regarding cultural
educational materials and media, there was a mismatch in perception of the medium
actually used in classes between two groups. As for the contents of -culture
education, teachers' groups were found to be more likely to educate students based
on cultural contents about so-called 'little c¢'. With regard to current English
textbooks, teachers were found to be relatively not satisfied with textbooks, reference
books and instructional books available in actual classes. In contrast, students were
found to be showing satisfaction with the content and quantity about culture of the
textbook, indicating an average of higher figures than teachers.

The results of this study suggest that English cultural education be effectively
provided through efforts to develop data and media, enhance teachers expertise

through quality teacher training, and improve teacher awareness.
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