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ABSTRACT*®

Analysis of Students” Perceptions of
"Wuri(We)” in Elementary
Social Studies Textbook

Mo, Ju Hyun

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ryu, Hyun Jong

This study analyzes the usage of Wuri(We) in the history section of
social studies textbooks and explores how elementary school students
understand ‘Wuri(We)  to learn how to approach 'Wuri(We) problems in
history education.

The anaylsis results of Wuri(We) in the history section of social
studies textbooks are as follows. First, "Wuri(We) not only has the
meaning of first-person plural pronouns’ referring to several people but
also has the meaning of in-group’, which gives a feeling of bonding and
belonging. Second, the usage of "Wuri(We)" to mean ‘intimacy was
observed the least because the history textbooks explain historical facts
objectively. Third, the usage of ‘Wuri(We)" to mean ‘hierarchical
relationships’ and ‘polite language’ was not revealed.

The understandings of the term ‘Wuri(We) of the study participants are

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2021.
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as follows. First, the participants were aware of the meaning of
‘Wuri(We)" as ‘first-person plural pronouns’. Second, they recognized that
‘Wuri(We)" has both the meaning of in-group’, which made the students
feel a sense of bonding and belonging, and the meaning of ‘out-group’,
which was to express exclusion. Third, the meaning of ‘intimacy was
recognized depending on whether they feel a sense of intimacy with the
object determined by 'Wuri(We) in the sentence. Fourth, the students did
not recognize the meaning of Trepresentative emphasize’ because they
thought that "Wuri(We) included various groups.

The implication of this analysis are as follows. First, we have to think
of various ‘Wuri(We)'. History education presupposes the transhistorical
substance of ‘'Wuri(We)’, 'Na(I)’, and nation” a priori and excludes others.
Thus, when setting the subject of history as "Wuri(We)’, it should be
considered that various groups that have not been covered in history
education can also be involved. Second, It is necessary to think about
how to approach students’ intimacy and familiarity with historical events
and objects when teaching history. This is because, if the historical
content is presented to students to feel intimately, the opportunity to
critically look at the content may be eliminated.

This study tried to understand the meaning of ‘'Wuri(We) in the history
section of social studies textbooks, reveal the perception of ‘Wuri(We)
among elementary school students, and suggest the direction that history
education should take. I hope that such an attempt will help teachers
and students to become sensitive to terms appearing in social studies

textbooks.

*Key Word: Wuri(We), first-person plural pronoun, in-group and
out-group, intimacy, represantative emphasis, Elementary

social studies textbook, History education
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