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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on Gukak Section With Reference to
Middle School Textbook

-Using the 2015 Revised Curriculum Music Textbook—

Oh, Eun-Hyo

Jeju National University Graduate School

of Education, Music Education

Supervised by professor Chung, Ju—-Hee

Traditional Korean music, also known as Gukak, refers to a style of music,
including from the music passed on from ancient times to creative Korean music
that recently emerged. Gukak, the Korean traditional music that has different
background of formation and academic system from those of the Western music,
1s priceless art that followed on the joys and sorrows of Korean people through
history.

Korean music has been repressed and has gone through a downturn due to
the historical circumstances of the nation. The plan to annihilate Korean culture
and heritage by Japanese Imperialism in colonial Korean Peninsula, as well as
the 50 years of Western music-based education after the independence has led
this further on. Since Gukak is less known and hard to be familiarized than the
Western music and Pop music, Gukak education for adolescence is mostly

conducted in classrooms. Gukak education in school education is necessary for
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the students to perceive their potential and to properly understand national pride
and identity, contributing to the students’ recognition of historical value of
Gukak and sense of independence.

In this study, to investigate whether the Gukak sections are appropriately
contained in 7 selected types among 14 that are being used since March 2018,
the ratio of the number of Gukak among the total number of music was
investigated according to the 2015 Revised Curriculum.

The repertories in the textbook were classified into traditional music and
creative music. The repertories were again classified further into the genres of
traditional vocal music, traditional instrumental music, creative instrumental
music, creative vocal music, and traditional nursery rhyme.

The selected 7 types were those published by: Dong—A, Co., Ltd.; Jihak, Co.,
Ltd.; Music & Life, Co.,, Ltd; Mirae N, Co.,, Ltd; Visang, Co. Ltd;
Seongahndang (BM), Co., Ltd.; and Kyohak Co., Ltd., as listed in the order of
largest number of repertories in their textbooks.

The result of analysis based on the 7 types of middle school music textbook
is as shown below.

The repertories within the 7 types of middle school music textbook according
to the 2015 Revised Curriculum were different among the publishers. On
average, the total number of repertories in a textbook was 505. Gukak
repertories took up 179, or 25.5%. This indicates that the number of Gukak
contained in the 7 types of music textbook is 23 to 30 on average.

The genres contained were: 4.8 traditional instrumental, 1.4 creative
instrumental; 14.5 traditional vocal; 4.1 creative vocal; and 0.57 traditional
nursery rhyme. In the classification using according to the content area as
suggested in the 2015 Revised Curriculum, there were: 20.7 pieces for the
expression area, 9.7 pieces for the appreciation area; and 1 daily life area on
average.

The result showed that Gukak took up on average 35.5% in the 7 types of

music textbook according to the 2015 Revised Curriculum, but the rates differed
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among the publishers. Repertories were also differently distributed, with the
largest portion concentrated in the traditional vocal music. The biggest difference
in the numbers of repertories between different textbooks was 15. In the
distribution among the different content areas, the daily life area was hardly
barely significant, indicating that there is an imbalance between the different
content areas.

To help students properly understand and to preserve traditional Korean
music, school education is of supreme importance. Since Gukak education is
important in evoking the national identity by experiencing the national culture of
Korea and developing the emotional aspect, both qualitative and quantitative
improvements in Gukak education in the curriculum and textbook are necessary.
Also, the improvement can take effect only when there is a balance in the
content area.

It 1s expected that the conclusion of the study be used to adopt the education
content of Gukak in the 2015 Revised Curriculum as well as the coming revision
of curriculum, and that it helps propose the fundamental data for more effective

Gukak education.
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