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Abstract

Regional characteristics and formation style of Jeju

stone walls

Jeju Island i1s full of stones. Stones have been at once a pain and a
bliss to Jeju people. That character of Jeju stone wall, among many
facets of stone culture, is the main focus of the research. Following the
general overlook on Jeju stone wall in chapter I, chapter II deals with the
regional characteristics of Jeju stone walls, tracing the changes of stone
walls in form and construction style to each region’s distinct rock
formation, such as of basalt or of trachyte. The case of stone wall
formation changes in regions where such differences are remarkable, for
example, Namwon-eup Silley—11, has been rendered in detail. Chapter III,
titled "the Uses and the Differences”, contains various forms of stone
walls in accordance with their uses and many connected stories with the
stone walls which are collected through interviews with the local people
of relevant regions. In Chapter IV and Chapter V, stone wall formation
styles have been researched with the focus on the two representative
stone wall formation styles, i.e. the single file formation style and the
double file formation style. Many resources have been consulted to find
and establish characteristic construction of Jeju stone wall formation
skills, including interviews with the stone wall builders who have been
well experienced in the field, the direct know-hows gathered from the

field practice and various kinds of related records.
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Recently the amount of Jeju stone wall has drastically decreased due
to many concurrent reasons, including rapid urbanization, aging of farm
households, decrease of farmers, agricultural mechanization and technology
development, and shift of popular trend toward the stone wall formation.
It is more than 50 years since England started its plan to preserve its
traditional stone walls. It is beyond argument that it is now imperative
for Jeju Island to do a systematic research of the Jeju stone walls and

start the endeavor to preserve its own stone wall heritage.
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