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ABSTRACT*

The Effects of an Ecofriendly Theme Intergration
Program in Agricultural Education on
Elementary School Students’ Environmental Attitudes

Heesuk Kwon

Major in Elementary Practical Arts Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jongwoo Kim

This study was conducted to investigate the effects of an ecofriendly theme
intergration program in agricultural education on the formation of environmental
attitudes of elementary school students. The subjects were 21 students from 3rd
to 6th grade environmental club at S elementary school located in
Seogwipo—city, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province.

To this end, we developed an ecofriendly theme intergration program in
agricultural education that can be applied to elementary school field by
intergrating and reorganizing related subjects based on ecofriendly elements.

From June 23 to December 18, 2020, a total of six months of experimental
group students were applied with an integration agricultural education program on

ecofriendly theme, starting with making a crop cultivation plan and creating a

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2021.
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vegetable gardens. To verify results, environmental attitudes test was conducted
before and after the test and the collected data were analyzed with i-Statistics
program before matching sample ¢ test and significance level was set at .05. In
addition, to analyze the changes in thought and attitudes in students of
experimental group, qualitative data including activity sheets prepared while
growing plants, observation log, review, behavior observation, and interview result
were also analyzed.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, as a result of testing the environmental attitudes in experimental group,
there was a significant difference at the significant level of .05. In sub-categories,
there was a significant difference at the significant level of .05 for ecological
management area, .05 for general environmental area, .05 for environmental
pollution area, and .05 for interaction area. Therefore, it was found that there was
a positive impact of an ecofriendly theme intergration program in agricultural
education on elementary school students’ environmental attitudes.

Second, as a result of analyzing students’ activity sheets, observation log,
review, behavior observation, and interview results, it was found that the
ecofriendly theme intergration program in agricultural education changed students’
attitudes toward environmental in a positive way.

Taken the above results together, it 1s judged that the ecofriendly theme
intergration program in agricultural education has a positive impact on elementary
school leaners’ attitudes toward environmental. To foster desirable environmental
attitudes for the sustainable future society, a variety of researches are needed to
developed ecofriendly theme intergration program in agricultural education.

This study is the ecofriendly theme intergration program in agricultural
education data that are constructed based on cross—curricula contents that can be
applied to related subject classes and creative experiential activities and will be
applied at school settings. The program developed in this study is appropriate for
middle to upper graders in elementary schools and so it is proposed that
subspecialized programs for distinguishing between levels suitable to each
grader’s characteristics be operated. Furthermore, realistic support plans and
direction for practicing them should be prepared so that the ecofriendly theme

intergration agricultural education can be practical and systematic in connection
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with family, village, and community as well as school setting.

keywords: agricultural education, ecofriendly agricultural education, theme

intergration, vegetable garden, environmental attitudes
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