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ABSTRACT"

Elementary School Homeroom Teacher's
Online Class Experience in COVID—19 Situation

Kim, So Yeon

Supervised by Professor Min Ho Kim

This study aims to explore experiences of elementary school homeroom teachers'
with their online classes in Korea. To do this, literature studies and class
observation, and in—depth interviews was conducted with 10 participants. The
research questions are as follows: In what context they run online classes, what
they experienced through online classes, and what they mean to online classes. To
comprehensively understand the online class experience of homeroom teachers
during the COVID-19 situation, the collected data were analyzed by
Moustakas(1994)'s phenomenological research methods. The results of the study on

the online class experience of elementary school homeroom teachers are as follows.

First, the context of the government's educational informationalization policy,
changes in academic management according to the progress of COVID—19,
school—specific operations, and teachers' competence affected online classes.
The government's educational informationalization policy has attempted various
methods of classes using informationalization devices, and the degree to which
the foundation is laid varies from school to school. In addition, there was a
difference in the operation of the school's academic schedule according to the
progress of COVID—19. In addition, the characteristics and environment of
school, and teacher—specific capabilities affected the operation of online
classes.

Second, elementary school homeroom teachers had new experiences in the
preparation stage of classes, class conditions, education about the students' life,

and relationships with parents. Teachers experienced confusion while preparing

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education conferred in June, 2021.
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for online classes, lacking classes and learning devices and having to decide
autonomously without a manual. In class situations, the real—time two—way
classes were attempted more and more, and various classes were tried. It was
easy for students to guide their lives but difficult to provide a community
experience. In addition, in online class situations, classes were often opened or
contacted by parents compared to face—to—face classes.

Third, elementary school homeroom teachers tried to change from current
classes through online classes, but felt the difference between the ideal and
reality of online classes. Nevertheless, it was realized that a shift to
posthumanism education was needed according to changes in society. In
addition, training for teachers and infrastructure support such as devices and
platforms are needed to operate online classes stably.

Based on the above, the study provided an opportunity to share the online
class experience of elementary school homeroom teachers in the COVID—-19
situation. This could be a useful foundation for the practical operation of online

classes.

Key Words: Online Class, Remote Learning, Elementary School Homeroom
Teacher, Posthumanism, COVID—-19
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