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[ABSTRACT]

Characteristics of Students’ Adaptation to School Life and

Career Preparation Behavior in Jeju Alternative Schools

Kang Han-ho

Department of Educational Administration & Educational Consulting
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Yang, Jin Gun

The purpose of this study was to reveal the reasons for choosing alternative
education or alternative schools for students at alternative schools in Jeju and
the characteristics of school life adaptation and career preparation behaviors.
The research issues to achieve this research objective were. First, what factors
do students reject institutional schools and choose alternative schools? Second,
what are the characteristics of students in alternative schools’ adaptation to
school life? Third, what are the characteristics of career preparation behavior
of alternative school students?

This study was conducted on six students and one graduate by arbitrarily
selecting two Christian alternative schools and one unauthorized alternative
school in Jeju. The research period was from June 2020 to May 2021, and it
was conducted as a qualitative study on the reasons for students’ choice of
alternative schools, adaptation to school life, and career preparation behavior
characteristics. To understand these characteristics, we recorded and
transcribed the data collected through the first in—depth interview and then

wired and wireless phone and text to write field notes, and approached the
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research problems in the order of comprehensive analysis. The conclusions
obtained from this study are as follows.

First, as a factor in choosing alternative schools, students should understand
the vision and philosophy of alternative schools rather than recommendations
from around them, and create social conditions so that they can choose
alternative schools because they like them. To this end, educational materials
on alternative schools and information on educational ideas, values, and
various cultures pursued by alternative education should be provided
continuously so that students can accept and feel the need in home, school,
and society. It is necessary to support a systematic system to inform students
of various information about alternative schools so that they can choose under
distinct supervision and have interest and expectations in alternative education
for their satisfaction with their correct educational values and desire to
achieve.

Second, in order to ensure that students who choose alternative schools
adapt to school life properly, various school life adaptation programs and
educational methods should be implemented to feel and maintain positive
friendship and harmonious school life. To this end, conditions should be
created so that students can actively approach each other through an open
mind, share areas of intimacy and interest, and show a sense of community
and responsible leadership. Teachers need to approach students with an open
mind through proper life education so that they can adapt well to school life,
and try to act as good teachers with faith through active support and respect
for students so that they can trust them. In addition, schools should strive to
create an environment that can instill a sense of community with comfortable
friendship, active and diverse educational methods suitable for students’ levels
and careers, and to provide satisfaction with school life.

Third, alternative schools and teachers should develop and operate direct and

indirect education programs that provide various career education,
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opportunities, and induce new experiences so that students can achieve their
career goals through career exploration, planning and practice. To this end,
conditions should be created so that students can actively search for data and
search for information out of curiosity and curiosity about their career goals.
Teachers should serve as assistants and facilitators to listen to career
concerns, motivate and increase confidence in career preparation so that
students can make steady efforts to pursue career goals on their own. In
addition, schools should provide opportunities for various curriculum and
educational programs for students to experience career choice directly or
indirectly, and thus create a class environment for career exploration.

Based on the conclusion from above, some suggestions for subsequent
studies are as follows.

First, in this work, when selecting subjects, we determine the interviewees
by arbitrary choice rather than probabilistic method of sampling. Therefore,
there is a limit to generalizing the research’s contents to the reasons for all
students’ choice of alternative schools in Jeju and the characteristics of school
life adaptation and career preparation behavior. Therefore, it is hoped that
follow-up studies will accurately define the nature and size of the population
for students from all alternative schools in Jeju and analyze it in depth and
various aspects.

Second, this study was conducted as a qualitative study through in-depth
interviews of students on the factors of choosing alternative schools and the
characteristics of school life adaptation and career preparation behavior. In this
process, only the interview contents of students were adopted and analyzed,
and conclusions were drawn except for interviews with teachers and parents,
which could affect them, so there are limitations that have not been studied by
Integrating various perspectives of students, teachers and parents. Therefore,
we hope that future studies will expand and analyze the subjects to conduct

research that can further interpret the factors selected for alternative schools
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and the characteristics of school life adaptation and career preparation behavior.

Finally, this study was conducted on students currently attending alternative
schools in Jeju. Research on enrolled students is also important in the study
of career-ready behavior characteristics, but case studies are needed for
students who graduated from alternative schools. Therefore, future studies
need to characterize career-ready behaviors by adding analysis of students

who graduate from alternative schools.

+ Key words: Alternative Education, Alternative Schools, Adaptation to School

Lite, Career Preparation Behavior, Qualitative FKesearch
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