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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Effect of Shamanistic Myth in Jeju Island

on Moral Education

Han Kyong-seon

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang Bang-ju

For our ancestors, folk belief was a primary way of life that gave a huge impact on
their spirits. But folk belief, especially exorcists, are now regarded as outdated, superstitious
tradition that undermines our society’s turning into rational modernized one and has to be
eradicated. Even though that isn’t suitable for this age and must be abandoned, however, we
should pay heed to what created it and how it affected our ancestors, because our national
identity will be at risk if we are not well-grounded in our traditional culture and exposed to
Western culture unconditionally. As they say, what's most local is most international and
what’s most national is most global, and it’s now required to have the right understanding
of our cultural heritage.

In Jeju Island, a shamanistic myth appeared in the great exorcism, which was also
called Bonpuli. This is a history of a god to whom sacrificial service was offered, sorcerous
and religious myth and educational epic. Every religion is bound to deliberate on human
value and human matters, and ethical values are one of the mandatory elements that
comprise human matters. As part of folk belief, shamanism is worthwhile in terms of ethics
and education. Specifically, shamanistic myth in Jeju Island could make a contribution to
moral education in that it could serve to transmit cultural heritage and build local people’s
identity and its various moral values could influence on their personal, family and social

lives.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2003.
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In this perspective, it’s needed to approach our conventional culture, especially folk belief,
differently and educate students about that, though folk belief has been dismissed as
superstitious and expelled from our attention. Modern industrial civilization has landed people
in a state of mental panic, and cultural heritage should be understood correctly for us to
become eligible members of the world. There are a wide variety of moral values in
shamanistic myth, and it should be viewed not as a mere interesting story but as a cultural
product that has soaked into our ancestors’ lives for thousands of years. We should make
concerted efforts to develop shamanism into part of national culture as a vehicle to further

man-nature encounter and have students community-minded.
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