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{ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Recognition of Webtoon in High School Students

-Focusing on the High School Students in Jeju Island-

Bo-Ram Kim

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yong-Hawn Kim

Cartoon contents have evolved into the form of web-toons due to the
advance and penetration of smart phones. As such, these contents have
been made more readily accessible to the public. The widespread use
of smart phones accompanies the growth of the teenagers of South
Korea. In consideration of this, it would be of a significant effect if we
can adapt an approach that is easier to understand and accept by
utilizing these web-toons in education.

The purpose of this study, therefore, is to explore how these
web-toons are perceived and appreciated by the teenager students based
on the understanding in the web-toons, and, among the students who
enjoy these web-toons, the satisfaction in their school lives and the
sense of self-efficacy in terms of their academic performance were
compared between ordinary students and those students who
participated in extracurricular activities.

For this study, a survey was conducted with the ordinary high school
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students who go to high schools in Jeju Island and those students who
are engaged in art-related extracurricular activities. The survey was
conducted over a period of two week, during which a total of 237
questionnaires were collected to be used in our analysis. As for the
data analysis, the researcher used SPSS 23.0 to perform a frequency
analysis, descriptive statistical analysis, factor analysis, confidence
analysis, and t-test.

The result of this study was as follows;

First, as for the awareness on the web-toons among the teenager, the
web-toons turned out to have a positive value in terms of the cultural
aspects. and, the students perceived them as a type of contents that
influenced their lives significantly. Also, they were considering these
web-toons as a form of culture rather than a simple type of
entertainment. The researcher noticed that the awareness on the
cartoons became much more positive compared to the past.

Second, a survey on the awareness on the web-toons revealed a
difference between ordinary students and the students who were
participating in extracurricular activities that were related to art. To be
more specific, the students who are engaged in these art-related
activities thought the web-toons delivered them more values than the
mass—media did. Many of these students stated that they were
comforted by these web-toons, which also made them feel more
confident and motivated them to try new things.

Third, there were differences revealed in the study between the
ordinary students and the students engaged in art-related activities in
terms of the satisfaction surveys/ The art students were more likely
answer that their class rooms had a good atmosphere and they were in
a good social relationship with their friends. Also, they believed they

received more attention and recognition from the people around them,
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while they were more satisfied with their school life in general.

Fourth, the survey on the self-efficacy of them also revealed that the
art students were feeling more confident in their classes, understood the
contents of the classes better, and remembered them well. Also, they
were more skilled in effective studying methods, while feeling less
malaise about their tests.

The result of this study showed that, in order to invigorate the
education through web-toons, more studies needs to be conducted on
the negative and positive aspects of the web-toons as well as the
web-toons as a form of popular culture. Also, in terms education, it
would be necessary to develop learning contents that will lead the
students into a higher level of thinking and continuously study the

related cases of their application.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in 2019. 2
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