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[ABSTRACT]

"

Tao Yuanming, as the model of ancient and modern recluse p.oets”, his
influence on the later generations is absolutely second to none, and the research on
Tao Yuanming has never been interrup.ted in later generations. However, most of
these studies are about Tao’s p.oems or Tao Yuanming's thoughts, esp.ecially the
studies of Tao Yuanming'’s p.astoral p.oems, drinking p.oems and intone p.oems are
numerous.

In fact, among Tao Yuanming’s many works, one of them is very sp.ecial. It is
different from Tao Yuanming's other works in terms of subject matter and formal
language, and that is an "ode” with love as the main topic —— " Ode to Leisure”.
This "love” ode, written in the p.arallel style that was p.revalent during the Wei, Jin
and Southern and Northern Dynasties, has become one of the most controversial of
Tao’s works. The evaluation is p.olarized, the good evaluation and the bad evaluation

"

argue endlessly. The controversies about ” Ode to Leisure ” mainly focus on whether
this ode is Tao Yuanming's p.ursuit of love or whether it takes "love” as its genre,
which Tao Yuanming uses as a metap.hor for the p.ursuit of beautiful ideals. The
top.ic of "love” ap.p.ears in " Ode to Leisure”, which is also the only one of Tao
Yuanming’'s works that takes love as its genre.

The evaluation of " Ode to Leisure” can be divided into "love theory” which
negates the literary value of " Ode to Leisure” and "buesching theory” which affirms
the literary value of ” Ode to Leisure”.

Among the many critics of ” Ode to Leisure”, Xiao Tong, who advocated "love
theory”, had a great influence on later generations. As the first admirer to comp.ile
an anthology of Tao Yuanming’'s p.oems, he wrote in the “Tao Yuanming Collection
p.reface”: "I have always liked his p.oems and p.rose, I can't p.ut them down, I
admire his moral character greatly, and I regret that I did not live in the same era
with him. So I collected and corrected his works and simp.ly made a collection of

p.oems.” This is enough to witness that Xiao Tong loved Tao Yuanming a lot, but

Xiao Tong adop.ts a totally negative attitude towards Tao Yuanming’'s ” Ode to
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Leisure”. Also in the p.reface to the Collection of Tao Yuanming, Xiao Tong
commented that "among many excellent works, only one of them is defective.
Although the title contains the suggestion of satire and admonitions, there is no satire
and admonitions in the text. It is a p.ity that this work has no redeeming p.oints!”

n

Among them, the ” white wall with slight flaws ” has caused a great bad influence
on the continuation and creation of the "ode” style in later generations. As an admirer
of Tao Yuanming’'s Ode to the Feeling of Leisure and other works, his comments are
quite different from each other. The reason why "Xian Qing Fu” was collectively
referred to by Xiao Tong as the "white wall with slight flaws” is really curious.

Su Shi, a great writer in the Song Dynasty who advocated ” buesching theory
" regarded Xiao Tong’s evaluation as ” he did not understand the author’s intention
but forcibly explained.” Su Shi’s evaluation of ” Ode to Leisure” is comp.letely
different from Xiao Tong. He believes that "Tao Yuanming’'s ” Ode to Leisure” is
like the " Lecherous but not lewd ” in ” National Customs ”. Even if it is not
comp.arable to the national style, it is not inferior to QuSong’s p.oems. However,
p.ang Tong satirized it in this way, because he did not understand the author’s
intention but forced interp.retation.” The same writer who influenced the abyss of
later generations has such a big difference in the same work, which makes the
author have a strong research interest in ” Ode to Leisure”.

"

In fact, not only the ancients did research on Ode to Leisure”, modern
Chinese masters Ye Jiaying and Yuan Xingp.eli also have their own unique views on
the literary value of ” Ode to Leisure”. As Ye Jiaying, a master of Chinese studies
and p.oetry, said, "Tao Yuanming's life is comp.lete only after writing this ode.” The
study of ” Ode to Leisure” can give us a deep.er understanding of Tao Yuanming.
We can learn about Tao Yuanming'’s concrete manifestations in other asp.ects of
human nature, in addition to the simp.le and natural p.oetry of Tao Yuanming and his
indifferent and secluded thoughts. Also as a master of modern Chinese studies,

”

historian Yuan Xingp.ei believes that Ode to Leisure” is "an unp.recedented
masterp.iece.” These evaluations show that the study of "Xian Qing Fu” can give

modern p.eop.le a more comp.rehensive and in-dep.th understanding of the "natural
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and simp.le” Tao Yuanming, and understand the other side of Tao Yuanming's
human nature. Therefore, "Xian Qing Fu” still has a high literary value in the current
classical literature research.

In addition to having a strong curiosity about "Xian Qing Fu”, this thesis
chooses Ye Jiaying and Yuan Xingp.ei, two modern Chinese masters as the research
objects, with sufficient reasons and clear goals.

As leaders in the field of modern Chinese studies of Sinology, Ye Jiaying and
Yuan Xingp.ei resp.ectively rep.resent two directions of studies of Sinology. Ye
Jiaying is deep.ly influenced by Western literary criticism, so she has a wide range of
academic research fields, esp.ecially in classical p.oetry criticism. Her p.oetry criticism
has both traditional methods and modern consciousness. Her criticism is subtle and
unique, and her analysis 1s very meticulous. She combined her p.rofound
understanding of classical p.oetry and the two methods of discarding the similarity
and choosing the similarity in Western theories. In the p.ractice of criticism, whether
it is the traditional literary theory criticism method or the old and new literary
criticism theories in the West, she "only adop.ts the theories she needs, and then
combines them with p.ersonal integration.”

Ye Jiaying adop.ts the critical strategy of "Integrating Chinese and Western” to

4

form her own unique academic p.hilosop.hy ” when the association triggered by the
image of p.oetry touches the heart, it naturally reveals the emotion ” Through the use
of academic p.hilosop.hy of "when the association triggered by the image of p.oetry
touches the heart, it naturally reveals the emotion”, Ye Jiaying can always analyze
the obscure and incomp.rehensible classical literature thoroughly, and exp.lain clearly
in simp.le and easy-to—understand modern vernacular. Therefore, the theory of "the
feeling of emotion that is naturally revealed when the association triggered by the
image of p.oetry touches the heart” has p.layed a great role in the study of classical
literature by modern p.eop.e. This article hop.es that through Ye Jiaying’s comment
on " Ode to Leisure”, we can summarize the role of the theory of "the touching

feelings that are naturally revealed when the association triggered by the image of

p.oetry touches the heart” on the study of classical literature in modern society.
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Yuan Xingp.ei is a great p.erson with a p.rofound cultural heritage, a wealth of
academic works, and he is admired in his own field. His research on Chinese classical
p.oetry is unique and p.rofound. He analyzes and ap.p.reciates p.oetry from the
asp.ects of p.oetic language, imagery, artistic concep.tion and p.oet style, and
comp.rehensively and systematically p.rovides us with a reference for analyzing and
ap.p.reciating ancient p.oems.

In addition, Yuan Xingp.ei also p.aid attention to the idea and method of
multi-discip.line integration when he was doing academic research, and p.ut forward
his own unique academic p.hilosop.hy "horizontal and vertical”. "Horizontal” refers to
cross-study of multip.le discip.lines, and "horizontal” refers to grasp.ing the ins and
outs of the research object. For examp.le, in the exp.loration of p.oetry art, Yu Ang
Xingp.ing believes that for a p.oet, p.ersonality, temp.erament, p.sychology, exp.erience,
education, and mentorship. all play a role. For an era, p.olitics, p.hilosop.hy, p.ainting,
music, folklore, etc. all have influence. Only when the p.oets’ p.oems are p.laced in
the background of the era, can we see the mystery of art. Esp.ecially in the p.rocess
of researching Tao Yuanming, Yuan Xingp.ei is not limited to the history of
literature, but also discusses from the history of Weijin thought, p.hilosop.hy, p.olitics,
and even art and social customs, in order to reveal Tao Yuanming's comp.rehensively
and three-dimensionally. Thought, p.ersonality and artistic style. Yuan Xingp.ei's
research on ” Ode to Leisure” is also very unique among Tao Yuanming's many
studies. His research can make modern p.eop.le not only have a deep.er insight into
Tao Yuanming'’s literary and artistic attainments, but also understand the background

of Tao Yuanming’s era.
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