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So far as labour is a creator of use-value, is useful labour, it is a
necessary condition independent of all forms of society for the existence
of the human race; it is an eternal nature-imposed necessity, without
which there can be no material exchanges between man and nature,

and therefore no life. (Marx 42-3)
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My father said that the reason for living is getting ready to stay dead.



[ knew at last what he meant and that he could not have known what
he meant himself, because a man cannnot know anything about
cleaning up the house afterward. And so I have cleaned my house. [ . ]

And then I could get ready to die. (175-6)
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And now [ got to pay for it, me without a tooth in my dead, hoping to
get ahead enough so I could get my mouth fixed where [ could eat
God’'s own victuals as a man should, and her hale and well as ere a
woman in the land until that day. Got to pay for being put to the need

of that three dollars. (37)
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First, the fact that labor is external to the worker, i.e., it does not
belong to his essential being; that in his work, therefore, he does not
affirm himself but denies himself, does not feel content but unhappy,
does not develop freely his physical and mental energy but mortifies his
body and ruin his mind. The worker therefore only feels himself outside
his work, and in his work feels outside himself. He is at home when he
is not working, and when he is working he is not at home. His labor is
therefore not voluntary, but coerced; it's forced labor. It is therefore
not the satisfaction of a need; it is merely a means to satisfy needs

external to it. (Marx 72)
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objective world becomes which he creates over-against himself, the
poorer he himself - his inner world - becomes, the less belongs to him
as his own. -+ The worker puts his life into the object: but now his life
no longer belongs to him but to the object. Hence, the greater this
activity, the greater is the worker's lack of objects. Whatever the
product of his labor is, he is not. Therefore the greater is this product,

the less is he himself. (Marx 70)
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“Who's that?”

Then we see it wasn't the grip that made him look different; it was
his face, and Jewel says, “He got them teeth.”

It was a fact. It made him look a foot taller, kind of holding his head

up, hangdog and proud too, and then we see her behind him, carrying
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the other grip [ . .] her coming around from behind pa, looking at us
like she dared ere a man. And then I see that the grip she was carrying
was one of them little graphophones. [.. ]

“It’'s Cash and Jewel and Vardaman and Dewey Dell,” pa says, kind of
hangdog and proud too, with his teeth and all, even if he wouldn't look

at us. “Meet Mrs Bundren,” he says. (260-1)
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“But if she dont last until you get back,” he says. “She will be
disappointed.”

Vernon spits into the dust. But it will rain before morning.

“She’s counted on it,” pa says. “She’ll want to start right away. [ know
her. I promised her I'd keep the team here and ready, and she's
counting on it.”

“We'll need that three dollars then, sure,” I say. (17)
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he says: I thought he said extra.
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“Help yourself outen the loft. Feed him when you bait
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I rather pay you,

-

So the girl went on to the kitchen to help Rachel.

ad A
“Sho,” 1 says.

S[EN

“

come to me.
the mules.”
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“Extra for what?” [ says. “Wont he eat hay and corn?”

“Extra feed,” he says. “I feed him a little extra and I dont want him
beholden to no man.”

“You can buy no feed from me boy,” I says. “And if he can eat that
loft clean, I'll help you load the barn onto the wagon in the morning.”

“He aint never been beholden to no man,” he says. “ I rather pay you

for it.” (116)
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“Where did you get that horse?” pa said.

“Bought it,” Jewel said. “From Mr Quick.”

“Bought it?” pa said. “With what? Did you buy that thing on my
word?”

“It was my money,” Jewel said. “I earned it. You wont need to worry
about it.”

“Jewel,” ma said; “Jewel.”

“It’s all right,” Cash said. “He earned the money. He cleaned up that
forty acres of new ground Quick laid out las spring. He did it single
handed, working at night by lantern. I saw him. So I dont reckon that

horse cost anybody anything except Jewel.” (135)

2 =5 mes 590 nae Axzo]
ALSRRARS QIBIA, & we Tstr] Al ERQloIA] olxlste Zlo] ofd, A
24 9 Dol w9l BAOlAE 1

U
1o
19
)

n
)
_O'h
K
k
ri
|_|_4
offt
=
u°l'
lo

z3de] 2ANY =59 /g TAHEE A2Yol
Bogsich. £ ol2fat RAM 5o A AdAHA WHHO RN FAL A
A o REE AFREA Hol 4909 3BE Holk =5l 3 A}
l2e 20| Jhsstct

_’Ié_



T wmgto] ofjet o] TR 400folFate WEEE KAt o7} obojA]
28§58 o[ AU oK Messiah) 249 Mg 98] Bul o] “40Ye]
A" (Matthew 4:2)0] @ubzol 2o} & e T L5t ol4e] oujg AY
togea, 19 =50 PN SUA 52 HPPY 4ot MK 2,
oA o PelAlo] LEO| 2752 E5 EAU9| XS s 2EAOR
TAsE e SeuRt oFe LusTL 2 4 9
2ol e ey Hm & (173)71x]0] Az|o} d00tolets A EF olafdt &
do| EAUs} Zefjel oA wmEaje] Abgolate Watw} e
2ALRA ojule} 7150 e AAAYA] SR 5, £UL Uad AHEF)
A wSe ofd AV wER2A RIS £Yste] 400jete Atel AL of
Zebe EAjO] wAlobd JlSate Aestt = JHRIe] HEAlRA ol 4A AR

ot e s SelyFt Aolct.

o=

—_—

ED Yoick JAAPE Eale B, dWAL oh| 23, Roeje
o 2okn, Zdols w7129 A=e] Lotk £§3 Bach S 1k
Myt o] £ Jjo] WAHE 9l of YhSoldl wo) wAeRRu At o
o £22 BR MEAE 48] B ML ohl QWASS Yol 2u7]S
Solg3ict. £5¢ 220k o) e AL of oy Ws] g & A Te
gloal. of T ojmyolA £ Lou ae =3 Zojth Ut sEg

When [ reach the top he has quit sawing. Standing in a litter of chips,
he is fitting two of the boards together. Between the shadow spaces they
are yellow as gold, like soft gold, bearing on their flanks in smooth

undulations the marks of the adze blade: a good carpenter, Cash is. He
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holds the two planks on the trestle, fitted along the edges in a quarter

of the finished box. He kneels and squints along the edge of them, then

he lowers them and takes up the adze. A good carpenter. Addie

Bundren could not want a better one, a better box to lie in. It will give

her confidence and comfort. I go on to the house, followed by the
Chuck. Chuck. Chuck.

of the adze. (4-5)
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“What’'s that?” [ say. “A hog? Where'd you get it?”

“Down to the bridge,” he says. He turns it over, the under side caked
over with dust where it is wet, the eye coated over, humped under the
dirt.

“Are you aiming to leave it laying there?” Anse says.

‘I aim to show it to ma,” Vardaman says. He looks toward the door.
We can hear the talking, coming out on the draft. Cash too, knocking
and hammering at the boards. “There’s company in there,” he says.

“Just my folks,” I say. “they’d enjoy to see it too.”(30-31)
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And the next morning they found him in his shirt tail, laying asleep
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on the floor like a felled steer, and the top of the box bored clean full
of holes and Cash's new auger broke off in the last one. When they
taken the lid off they found that two of them had bored on into her
face.(73)
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I keep picturing all these little kids playing some game in this big field
of rye and all. Thounds of little kids, and nobody's around - nobody
big, | mean - except me. And I'm standing on the edge of some crazy
cliff. What I have to do, [ have to catch everybody if they start to go
over the cliff = [ mean if they're running and they don’t look where
they're going [ have to come out from somewhere and catch them.
That’s all I'd do all day. I'd just be catcher in the rye and all. (Salinger
191)
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The product of labor is labor which has been congealed in an object,
which has become material: it is the objectification of labor. Labor’s
realization is its objectification. [. . ] The alienation of the worker in his
product means not only that his labor becomes an object, an external
existence, but that it exists outside him, independently, as something

alien to him, and that it becomes a power on its own confronting him.

(Marx 69-70)
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He just looked at her, not even coming in where she could see him
and get upset, knowing that Anse was driving him away and he would
never see her again. He said nothing, just looking at her.

“What you want, Darl?” Dewey Dell said, not stopping the fan,
speaking up quick, keeping even him from her. He didn't answer. He

just stood and looked at his dying mother, his heart too full for words.
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Behind me pa and Gillespie and Mack and Dewey Dell and

[}
For an instant longer he runs silver in the moonlight, then he springs

al
sound like an interminable train crossing ad endless trestle. (218 -219)

with the square orifice of doorway broken only by the square squat
shape of the coffin on the sawhorses like a cubistic bug, comes into

soundless explosion as the whole loft of the barn takes fire at once, as
though it had been stuffed with powder. The front, the conical facade

out like a flat figure cut
Vardaman emerge from the house.
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[ waited a long time after I heard her snore, then I got up, took the
keys and unlocked the door. I was outside holding my candle. Now at
last I know why I was brought here and what I have to do. There must
have been a draught for the flame flickered and I thought it was out.
But I shielded it with my hand and it burned up again to light me along
the dark passage. (Rhys 124)
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The other fellow pulled Jewel off of him and he sat there on the
ground, laughing.

[ tried to tell him. If I could have just moved, even set up. But I tried
to tell him and he quit laughing, looking up at me.

“Do you want me to go? he said.

“It'll be better for you,” I said. “Down there it’ll be quiet, with none of
the bothering and such. It'll be better for you, Darl,” I said.

“Better,” he said. He begun to laugh again. “Better,” he said. He
couldn’t hardly say it for laughing. He sat on the ground and us
watching him, laughing and laughing. It was bad. It was bad so. I be
durn if I could see anything to laugh at. Because there just aint nothing
justifies the deliberate destruction of what a man has built with his own

sweat and stored the fruit of his sweat into.(238)
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“Jewel,” Vernon says, not loud, but his voice going full and clear
along the water, peremptory yet tactful. “It'll be back here. Better come
back.”

Jewel dives again. We stand here, leaning back against the current,
watching the water where he disappeared, holding the dead rope
between us like two men holding the nozzle of a fire horse, waiting for

the water. Suddenly Dewey Dell is behind us in the water. “You make
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him come back,” she says. “Jewell” she says. He comes up again,
tossing his hair back from his eyes. He is swimming now, toward the
bank, the current sweeping him downstream quartering. “You, Jewell”
Dewey Dell says. We stand holding the rope and see him again the bank
and climb out. As he rises from the water, he stoops and picks up
something. He comes back along the bank. He has found the chalk-line.

(160)
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Then it topples forward, gaining momentum, revealing Jewel and the
sparks raining on him too in engendering gusts, so that he appears to
be enclosed in a thin nimbus of fire. Without stopping it overends and
rears again, pauses, then crashes slowly forward and through the
curtain. This time Jewel is riding upon it, clinging to it, until it crashes
down and flings him forward and clear and Mack leaps forward into a
thin smell of scorching meat and slaps at the widening crimsonedged

holes that bloom like flowers in his undershirt.(222)
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And when Darl was born [ asked Anse to promise to take me back to
Jefferson when I died, because I knew that father had been right, even
when he couldn’'t have known he was right anymore than [ could have
known [ was wrong.

“Nonesense,” Anse said; “you and me aint nigh done chapping yet,
with just two.”

He did not know that he was dead, then. (173)
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First it has to be noticed that everything which appears in the worker
as an activity of alienation, of estrangement, appears in the non-worker
as a state of alienation, of estrangement. Secondly, that the worker’s
real, practical attitude in production and product (as a state of mind)
appears in the non-worker confronting him as a theoreical attitude.

Thirdly, the non-worker does everything against the worker which the
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worker does against himself; but he does not do against himself what he

does against the worker. (Marx 83)
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Anse looked at Jewel, quick, kind of sliding his eyes that way, then he
looked down again. “God knows, if there were ere a man,” he says. Still
they didn’t say nothing. They just watched him, waiting, and him sliding
his eyes toward their feet and up their legs but no higher. “And the
horse,” he says.

“What horse?” Jewel said. Anse just stood there. I be durn, if a man
cant keep the upper hand of his sons, he ought to run them away from
home, no matter how big they are. And if he cant do that, I be durn if
he oughtn’t to leave himself. I be durn if [ wouldn't. “You mean, you
tried to swap my horse?” Jewel says. [.. ] “The horse?” I said. “Anse’s
boy taken that horse and cleared out last night, probably half way to
Texas by now, and Anse-" (190-1, 193)
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Darl and Jewel and Dewey Dell and [ are walking up the hill, behind
the wagon. Jewel came back. He came up the road and got into the
wagon. He was walking. Jewel hasn’t got a horse anymore. Jewel is my
brother. Cash is my brother. Cash has a broken leg. We fixed Cash’s
leg so it doesn’t hurt. Cash is my brother. Jewel is my brother too, but

he hasn’t got a broken leg. (210)
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Abstract

William Faulkner’'s Value of Labor

in As I Lay Dying

In As / Lay Dying, William Faulkner articulated inevitable ramifications
of Southern agricultural society’'s transition into industrial stage, with
specific focus on changing patterns of labor. Labor is an essential part
of human life, but through drastic and fast social and economic change,
one of the significant side-effects of early industrial structure, so called
“Alienation” of Karl Marx appears to be prevalent in every layer of
labor.

Labor, according to Marx, is basically external to workers, which causes
those workers not to receive appropriate material and spiritual rewards for their
labor. In As / Lay Dying Faulkner recreated similar economic and social
backgrounds to the time when Marx considered and targeted to create
his theory “Alienation”.

Addie Bundren, a main heroin of As / Lay Dying, lies dying in her bed
and her imminent death and death will equally work as motivations for
all the remaining family’'s labor. As representative Southern laborers,
every family member experiences Marxian alienation from their long and
troublesome journey to Jefferson to fulfill Addie’s death will.

Through Addie’s most beloved son, Jewel, Faulkner clarifies his
authorial intentions for the possible ways to actualize the capitalistic and
humanitarian values of labor. As Faulkner's hero in As / Lay Dying,

Jewel throws himself body and soul into his work all the way to Jefferson

to eventually overcome alienation.
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