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He smiled understandingly - much more than understandingly. It was
one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it,
that you may come across four or five times in life. It faced - or

seemed to face - the whole eternal world for an instant, and then
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concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favour. It
understood you just so far as you wanted to understood, believed in
you as you would like to believe in yourself, and assured you that it
had precisely the impression of you that, at your best, you hoped to

convey.(49)
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Tom was evidently perturbed at Daisy's running around alone, for on
the following Saturday night he came with her to Gatsby's party.
Perhaps his presence gave the evening in peculiar quality of
oppressiveness - it stands out in my memory from Gatsby's other
parties that summer. There were the same people, or at least the same
sort of people, the same profusion of champagne, the same
many-coloured, many-keyed commotion, but I felt an unpleasantness in
the air, a pervading harshness that hadn't been there before. Or
perhaps I had merely grown used to it, grown to accept West Egg as a
world complete in itself, with its own standards and its own great
figures, second to nothing because it had no consciousness of being
so, and now | was looking at it again, through Daisy's eyes. It is
invariably saddening to look through new eyes at things upon which

you have expended your own powers of adjustment.(100-1)
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‘It was on the two little seats facing each other that are always the last
ones left on the train. I was going up to New York to see my sister
and spend the night. He had on a dress suit and patent leather shoes,
and [ couldn’'t keep my eyes off him, but every time he looked at me I
had to pretend to be looking at the advertisement over his head. When
we came into the station he was next to me, and his white shirt-front
pressed against my arm, and so [ told him I'd have to call a
policeman, but he knew I lied. I was so excited that when [ got into a
taxi with him I didn't hardly know I wasn't getting into a subway train.
All T kept thinking about, over and over, was “You can’t live forever;

you can't live forever.”’(38)
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The only picture was an over-enlarged photograph, apparently a hen
sitting on a blurred rock. Looked at from a distance however, the hen
resolved itself into a bonnet, and the countenance of a stout old lady

beamed down into the room.(31)
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A wafer of a moon was shining over Gatsby's house, making the night
fine as before, and surviving the laughter and the sound of his still
glowing garden. A sudden emptiness seemed to flow now from the
windows and the great doors, endowing with complete isolation the
figure of the host, who stood on the porch, his hand up in a formal

gesture of farewell.(56)
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‘T told you I went there,” said Gatsby.

‘T heard you, but I'd like to know when.’

‘It was in nineteen-nineteen, 1 only stayed five months. That's why I
can’t really call myself an Oxford man.’

Tom glanced around to see if we mirrored his unbelief. But we were all
looking at Gatsby.

‘It was an opportunity they gave to some of the officers after the
armistice,” he continued. ‘We could go to any of the universities in
England or France.’

I wanted to get up and slap him on the back. I had one of those

renewals of complete faith in him that I'd experienced before.(123)
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Almost five years! There must have been moments even that afternoon
when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams - not through her own fault,
but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone beyond
her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative
passion, adding to it all the time, decking it out with every bright
feather that drifted his way. No amount of fire or freshness can

challenge what a man can store up in his ghostly heart.(92-3)
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It passed, and he began to talk excitedly to Daisy, denying everything,
defending his name against accusations that had not been made. But
with every word she was drawing further and further into herself, so
he gave that up, and only the dead dream fought on as the afternoon
slipped away, trying to touch what was no longer tangible, struggling

unhappily, undespairingly, toward that lost voice across the room.(128)
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This paper is designed as a defense of Gatsby and his romanticism,
against critical arguments that Gatsby was a materialist and his romantic
ideal ended up as a failure. This paper also analyzes the inferior
identities that are assigned to women as they become subordinate to
male superiority, which Fitzgerald, one of the leading American literary
writers, embodies in 7he Great Gatsby. Fitzgerald, along with other
representative American writers such as Theodore Dreiser and Ernest
Hemingway did not keep up with the progressive change of times when
suffrage and educational opportunities were expanded into the colored
and women. Women in 7he Great Gatsby achieve their practical goals
through subordinating themselves to the economic, social, and
intellectual superiority of men, rather than seeking intellectual
achievement or social success abiding by their own will and efforts.
Women cannot speak out when they are cornered in subordinate
situations and eventually give up their identities as subjective human
beings.

Fitzgerald's romanticism, which he tried to embody in his own life and
in the characters he created and whose possibilities are continuously
maximized, is a key quality of his male protagonists. The origin of
Gatsby's romanticism is his subjectivity, which is his infinite belief in
himself. Like a machine that registers earthquakes ten thousand miles
away, Gatsby's sensitivity to possibilities works as a romantic
manifestation of his subjective will and infinite belief that transcends
time and space constraints. The Copernican revolution is a major axis of
Gatsby's romanticism that possibilities exist on the basis of Gatsby's own

subjective will and belief, rather than its real existence. Romantic
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idealism and morality that transcend materialism in the prevailing
materialistic era occupy a firm position in the lives of Fitzgerald's male
characters. Gatsby's romantic idealism ultimately overcomes the criterion
of practicality. Fitzgerald advocates for male characters and their
romanticism with a generous eye.

In this paper, [ analyze the consciousness and behavior of female
characters Daisy, Jordan, and Mpyrtle in the categories of immorality,
homogeneity, and subordination which arise from their practical force of
life. Furthermore, [ discuss the masculinity of Fitzgerald's literary world,
embodying masculine superiority in his work by giving only men the
spiritual capacity to pursue romantic ideals. While sustaining the value
of life of unquestionable practicality, female characters inevitably accept
immorality and subordination, and cling to the homogeneity of the upper
class to maximize their practical achievement.

Through Gatsby, Fitzgerald expresses a romantic ideal that does not
compromise with the practical reality where materialism and pleasure
prevail. Gatsby is a figure with flaws such as illegal business practices,
but he goes beyond practicality to pursue romantic ideals and belief in
the possibilities of life. Gatsby's morality is revealed in the confrontation
with Tom by being honest about his past and present under any
circumstances. Gatsby believes that there are also romantic ideals for
those who betray their faith by indulging themselves in materialism and
pleasure. He acknowledges equality among people as opposed to those
who show exclusivity from different classes. Gatsby's life is led by his
subjective romantic will that is not associated with any practical

subordination.
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