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[ Abstract]

A Study on the Life and the Achievement of
Contributing Horses of Kim Man-il as a Historical

Character Resource

Gwan-Cheol Kim

Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage Education Graduate
School of Education Jeju National University

(Supervised by professor Kwang-Joong Jeong)

This thesis was studied to synthesize the life and the achievement of
contributing horses of Kim Man-il(1550~1632) through the analysis of
hirtorical materials. As the saying goes, "If there is no historical materials,
there is no history,” historical material is the basis for constructing the
contents of history. If there is no historical material or if it is not clear, the
contents of history will also be empty.

The same is true of the characters in history. The study of the life and
achievements of a person who lived in an era through analysis of historical
materials is significant in that it constitutes the history of the person and can
prepare archetypes of local culture. In other words, a person who appears in
history can create a future value as a local cultural resource to create a
foundation for the development of the local cultural industry and contribute to
the revitalization of the local economy. Therefore, efforts to collect and
analyze historical data on local historical figures who have made outstanding
achievements and to aggregate them and use them as historical resources are

of great value.
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First of all, historical figures must be synthesized based on historical
records to discover the uniqueness and value of resources and to broaden the
scope of their utilization. Therefore, this study focused on systematic analysis
and organization of wvaluable historical data about the person concerned. In
particular, the reason and background for recording the historical data were
critically reviewed in connection with the situation of Joseon and the
historical situation.

Kim Man-il is a figure in history, and he has risen to high-ranking
government posts with thousands of horses needed by the country in times
of crisis. His activities are mainly scattered in official documents such as the
Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, as well as other private documents.

In this thesis, based on the historical materials on Kim Man-il, he briefly
examined his family and considered the background of his descendants’
descent to Jeju Island. It also describes the journey of Kim Man-il's family
to Jeju Island and the process of settling in Uigui Village in connection with
‘the legend of Bandeukjeon’.

In addition, after reviewing Kim Man-il's records of serving as
Jeongbyeong(a regular soldier) and performing Cheomjeoljesa(an official) in
Bangdabjin, I reviewed and analyzed the process of pioneering the private
ranch and dedicating horses to the country, focusing on the historical records
of the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty.

Based on this, Kim Man-il's achievements of contributing horses, which
had a dim or unremarkable presence to the general public despite the fact
that he left a great trace in history, were evaluated from a modern
perspective. In addition, before using various elements related to Kim Man-il
as a historical character resource, the analysis stage for Kim Man-il's
storytelling was presented.

The research in this thesis shows that Kim Man-il, a historical figure in

Jeju, contributed to overcoming the national crisis by offering his own horses
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to the country when the country was in crisis, and also contributed to
national defense and diplomacy. He also contributed to the development of the
horse administration history and horse culture of Korea, and also influenced
everyday life.

In addition, Kim Man-i1l was awarded a high-ranking government official
for his contribution to dedicating horses, and became the only ‘a worthy
retainer of Hunma' during the Joseon Dynasty, and achieved his social and
economic status by becoming the highest official of all time.

Although this thesis is an analysis of the individual Kim Man-il appearing
in history, it is hoped that it will be helpful in understanding the relationship
between Jeju and the central government during the Joseon Dynasty, and that
the historical figure Kim Man-il will be used as a resource for historical

figures in the region.
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