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Abstract

Theory of Work on Nakagama Genji

- Considering the Sight mediating Female -

Jin-hyang Park

Majored Japanese Language and Literature at General Graduate School in Jeju
National University

Adviser Nan-hee Kim

This study considered paying attention on female life as the other shown in
the initial works of Nakagama Genji. Study method such as psychoanalytical
method and symbolic criticism, etc. was used to draw above.

Nakagama Genji a man of discrimination village(Buraku) was the first
writer described the culture and life of internal people in the village vividly.
He proclaimed to the world that there have been unique time and culture of
their own in the village severed and excluded from outside world. Nakagami
constructed the story of village as the series of saga completed his own
unique literature world by naming the discrimination village as
‘Roji(backstreet)’. He searched the reason that extreme accidents such as
suicide, murder, arson, etc. have been particularly frequent in the space of
Roji through active writing activities. And he found that th reason of it was
related the suppression inflicted to others at the lowest bottom of society.
Most poor others at the Roji operating various powers was felame. Nakagami
put curved sight of life in Roji famale in his work drawing his mother as a
‘female as the other in Roji’.

Young man, Nakagami, spent turbulent 1960s resisting existing system

experienced the collapse of absolute value and belief. Since then, he
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constructed the world of art works denying absolute value and strengthening
diversity of value, and it was tried in his debut work, "The very Beginning
Accident; for the first time. It was expressed as the type that new sight
excluding existing sight is established or found by the internal change of the
subject. It was ‘Roji’ which Nakagami imposed as the symbol of various
center. Roji is the concept has the expandability without the limit of time and
space and including all things surrounding us. Especially, Nakagami paid
attention on the famale lacated at the lowest bottom of social governance
structure and there is no place to push out have been pushed out to the
surrounding of surrounding. So, particularly, the life of female i1s shown
largely in the work of Nakagami.

He drawn the ordeal of female in a maternal family discriminated again in
patriarchal system in addition to discrimination of village people in Cape;
which gave a glory awarding Akutagawa Prize as the first time among the
writer after war. "Capey shows various maternal forms drawing monstrous
maternal instinct threaten the life of child also as well as strong maternal
instinct keeping the life under any adversity. The maternal instinct drawn in

FCape; is a popular maternal instinct cherishing the life itself. It is a
criticism to uniform maternity of good wife and wise mother. Greatness of
popular maternal instinct is not in the sacrifice and devotion. It is in the
maternal instinct of strong life force living own life as subjectively.

The world of TKarekinaday is a space strongly operating the notion of
preferring a son to a daughter. So, 1t includes misogyny, alienation,
discrimination, suppression, etc. inn here. Nakagami reports absurd reality
alienated the human by artificial system drawing the life of alienated or
excluded women in daily life. Nakagami draws the sight of women pushed
out as others in patriarchal society in [Karekinaday . He reports the reality
that a human is alienated and excluded by social system drawing this

contradiction of system in [Karekinaday . Also, he digs the problem of
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capital, system and power surrounding the sex paying attention on the gender
of human. Especially, he dissects the system and power in the sex of
prostitute concentrating the contradiction related with the sex of prostitute at
the lowest bottom of the society.

FGarden Balsamy is a work shown the history of ordinary people
showing the life of mother lived the times of hardship at the same time. This
work set turbulent Showa period as a background shows the life of hardship
on the grass roots not recorded in the history vividly. The title of work,
‘Garden Balsam’, is a common plant on the periphery, and Nakagami
suggested this garden balsam as a symbol reminding mother together with
hometown. Also, he think ‘Garden Balsam’ as a flower symbolizing Asia by
responding martial authority culture of the West. Nakagami also finds out
strong life force of mother living beyond the time of hardship in the
characteristic of garden balsam continuing the life rooting and sowing in
barren situation. Nakagami draws strong life force of mother through the

image of garden balsam.
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