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Summary

The World of “Michikusa”

Kim Nan-hee

“Michikusa” expresses how Soseki's view of life changes. It is by means of his
autobiography. Kenzo, hero in michikusa, faces the conflicts of the Ego in common life.
It makes human experiment to the extreme degree, describing overlapped contrast of
characters. It deduces the human universality from their private lives. The life is the world
of anxiety or the unsolved labyrinth in the novel. It should be Soseki's view of life. And
the world of ‘Michikusa’ should be taken for that of causality. Limitress of humanity is
reified to "the Nature”, ‘God” or “Ten” in this article.

It takes concrete shape of Kenzo who believed in the transcendent being. Kenzo does
not evade his role in the world of causality. He gives up his vested superiority and elitism.
He realizes humanity, intellectual or not, be equal in the Transcendent. The author,
Soseki, keeps up the position as clever realizer, immerses himself to solve the conflicts
and contradictions in the world. He lights up the ethical view of life, i.e.,
“Sokutenkyosi®, transcending the Ego.

"Michikusa” asks the question of life, describing common lives, making contrast of
character’s views of life. In logic—f}ee state, it raises transcendent “Andere”, approaches
theme of modern literature. “Michikusa” describes the process from western individualism
to oriental spirit, i.e. Sokutenkyosi. In the process it has conflicts of the Ego, inner life
of Soseki that stands out in ‘Simada’. It concludes that ‘Michikusa’ is not only collection
of parts of symbol, but a symbol itself.
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