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Abstract

Exploring the origins of <Chakgatdo> through study on the

formation process of <Chinese paintings about doubaoge>

Chaekgado appeared in the mid-18th century in Joseon and became popular
after the 19th century. Opinions have been formed that the creation of
chaekgado originated from the Chinese western-style paintings of
doubaogeand was influenced by the visual and material culture of China. The
origins of chaekgado can be traced back to a studiolo, a small study room
used by Italian nobility, which spread to Germany, England, and France
where works called “cabinets of curiosities” were created. At that time in
China, doubaoge, furniture for interior decoration, was very popular as part of
a hobby of collecting rare objects and paintings and calligraphic works, and a
desire to display such collections. Shining Lang, an Italian Jesuit missionary
who was active as a court painter for the Qing Dynasty, painted duobaogejingtu
by combining the perspective and shading methods of Western paintings; such
style of painting established itself as a culture. It is estimated that it spread to
Joseon after that, and developed into chaekgado.

In recent years, chaekgados painted in the Joseon period have been
introduced to the public through special exhibitions by major overseas art
museums, and local visitors were attracted to the vibrant colors and the
compositional beauty of the various items properly arranged in the paintings.
Such interest led to their publication in magazines and news reports,
providing an opportunity to re—evaluate chaekgado.

With the purpose of understanding the formation process of chaekgado in
Joseon, this study examined the historical background and development of

duobaogejingtu, which could be regarded as the predecessor of chaekgado, in



China, and explored the process by which it spread. To this end, previous
studies related to chaekgado and duobaogejingtu were reviewed, and various
related literature written in China on duobaogejing, the main objects of
duobaogejingtu, were collected and analyzed.

Previous studies related to chaekgado in Korea only vaguely inferred the
initial aspects of chaekgado being transmitted and accepted, and there were
limitations when it came to confirming them clearly due to a lack of specific
historical materials. In addition, most of the studies of chaekgado focused on
the formation of chaekgado in the late Joseon era, but they did not seem to
have much interest in duobaogejingtu, which was supposed to be the
background. Understanding the sociocultural background of duobaogejingtu,
the predecessor to chaekgado, will lead to a deeper insight into chaekgado in
the late Joseon. From this point of view, the study of duobaogejingtu and its
objects, duobaogejing, could be considered an essential process in the study
of chaekgado.

The most similar to chaekgado is the duobaogejingtu drawn by Shining
Lang and applied with trompe 1'oeil (an art technique in which objects are
painted in a very realistic way), a unique type of painting in which the
realistic expression technique of Western paintings was combined with the
Chinese wanshang culture. Duobaogejing, objects of duobaogejingtu, was also
called baishenjian, baishijian, or baishijian in various literature and records.
Looking at what it actually means, however, it was a generic term for
furniture that stored valuables for appreciation, such as artworks and antiques
in a grid of various sizes according to a certain rule. As for the origin of
duobaogejing, it is said that it developed from a royal display item -called
baishenjian, or baishejian, through xiaoduobaoge, to duobaoge, and that it
originated from baibaoxiang or portable stationery cases in the Ming Dynasty.
Basically, duobaogejing had the function of storing and protecting the

contents, and it was elaborately designed by utilizing the space well to hold



various small-sized valuables for appreciation. As it enabled the utilization of
limited space, and the arrangement of various objects in a harmonious way, it
developed into a form that had a decorative function as a small exhibition in
itself. It can be considered that the development and spread of doubaogejing
was related to the prosperity of the visual and material culture in the Qing
Dynasty period. The prosperity and stability of Qing society laid the
foundation for the trend of doubaogejing, and it was able to develop under
the influence of the emperor’'s preference for art. Furthermore, as the nobility
and scholars followed the taste of emperors, the upper class of the Qing
Dynasty enjoyed a culture of valuing art and appreciating relevant collections.
Since duobaogejing was the best object to store these works of art, the
production techniques were constantly improved during that period.
Duobaogejing was used in various patterns and decorations as well as
paintings under the visual and material culture of the Qing Dynasty, so it
influenced the spread of material culture and the formation of chaekgado in
Joseon, but was not actively spread from the beginning. This was because
with the fall of the Ming Dynasty and the rise of the Qing Dynasty, a new
order was formed in East Asia;, Joseon, which had to form a humiliating,
though nominal, relationship of ruler-and-ruled with Qing, inevitably
developed an animosity toward Qing. With the reign of King Jeongjo,
Joseon’s negative perception of Qing culture gradually changed. Joseon
intellectuals actively evaluated the Qing culture and sought its introduction,
and followed the culture along with the theory of Bukhak, which had been
advocated since the time of King Yeongjo. Contrary to the intention of King
Jeongjo, who was wary of the spread of luxurious trends in society, they
showed an open attitude toward the culture as a whole, and the acceptance
of the culture seems to have increased and spread widely beyond the
leadership of society. It was found that in such circumstances, chaekgado

influenced by duobaogejingtu began to be painted, and spread in Joseon.
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FOR SOME 2/
s Kings bicoxoast fuek
heavenly mandate by sitting
before a painted screen
showing five mountains
iked by a red sun and a

white moon. But King

the nine large screens and  low tables. Glance up at a

ing in from China; and es- two paintings in Cleveland's  bookshelf painting, and you
mm;&mm iteration effectively convey  see the underside of upper
to show off their highbrow galvanizing yof a  shelves. You also get a bet-
culture.” " quirky off-shoot whose ori=  ter feel for the painting’s
None of o1 fins owe much to China. overall impact. As in much
survive, but 1} year, some 200 to  of East Asia, screens served

as portable décor to imbue o

ts (painters among  space with mood or mes-

] them) accompanied court sage. Some act as symbaolic
envoys to Beijing's Forbid- portralts—in one, a woman's
7 den City, where they saw perfume and cosmetic con-

tainers jostle with glasses,
ink brushes, books and
other signs of erudition—

“eabinets of many trea-
sures,” including Western
such as the
15505 we see in a

A Cerebral Art Form
That Went Dellghtfully Astray

while others set a celebra
tory tone with bright color:
flashy patterns, and symibol
of good fortune.

the principles »flmmr per:
spective so that
peir to be zooming Towi

us. And in the “bookcase™
style. some artists found &
way to sign their work while
preserving the fiction. As
two pieces in the show iflus
trate, they depicted a stone
or jude seal, turned on its
side, revealing the painter's
moniker carved on its
base. Even today,
some artists harken

—  buck to the chaek-
geori—witness the
books without tithes
and the amassed col-
lectibles in Kyouny:
tack Hong's “Library
3" (1995-2001) and
“Library—Mt. Ever
est” (2014),

King Jeongio
would have bemoaned
haow far from his ide-
als the genre would
stray. Had he known,
he might never have
required that top-tier
i court painters wxcal
in this genre (a prac
tice that lasted until
1879). And Korea's
elite and wealthy might
5, never have commissionsd
Is  such works.

More appealing even than

their meaning is their inven-
tiveness. In one style, exem-

plified by an embroidered
serven,
items float against a plain
background, filling the air

around us like thoughts, In

the “stacked” or “table”
style, artists created still
lifes, sometimes reversing

ks and precious

Chaekgeori: Pleasurs of
Possessions in Korean
Painted Scroony,

The Cleveland Museum of Art,
!mmgh MNov. S

Ms. Lawrence writes about
Asian and Islamic art for
the Journal.

Eﬂ The Wall Street Journal(2017.8.26)9

m

7) The Wall Street Journal. “‘Chaekgeori:
Review: Painting a Backdrop for an Educated Ruler”
8) K. A. Paul, “Chaekgeori:
Screens”, Orientations, 48(6), 2017.

Pleasure of Possessions in Korean Painted
, 2017.8.26.
The Power and Pleasure of Possessions

in Korean

9) https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/wang/pdf/media/2017_08 28 _Chaekgeori_WSJarticle jpg
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