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The Study on the Function Words used in
LLaozi(ET)>

Ae-sil Kim

Department of Chinese Language & Literature,
Graduate School, Jeju National University

[Abstract]

This study is about the features of the function words used in <Laozi(#
f-)>, the literature from the Warring States Period of China, through the
data of which were investigated quantitatively and analyzed one by one. The
categories of the investigation are adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and
auxiliary words used in <Laozi(%7+)>. The following is the usages and

features of the function words used in <Laozi(¥ ¥)> from this study.

1. The usages of the adverbs used in <Laozi(#¥ f)> were researched.

There are 34 adverbs such as AN, ‘OB, IE°, K, 4 o, WY, CBE, R, E
T, N, R, W T, R, ST, TR, WO, A, MET CME, T, &,
TR, CHS RYD s YUY in €Laozi(#T)>. These represent denial,

time, degree, state, range, guess, relationship, and so on.

2. The usages of the prepositions used in <Laozi(:ZF)> were researched.
There are 6 prepositions such as 7, ‘LU, ‘F%°, ‘B, “5’ ‘H’ in <Laozi(Z
1)>. Prepositions are combined with objects, which indicates action’s time,

object, place, tool, way, reason, cause, and passivity.
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Combination types of prepositions and objects were researched. In general,
the object of a preposition comes after the preposition, which forms the
combination of ‘preposition + object. On the other hand in the case of the
preposition ‘LA’, the object very often comes after it or is omitted.

The predicates of the sentences using prepositional phrases are used with
transitive verbs 78 times (67%), intransitive verbs 16 times (14%), and
adjective 18 times(16%). Also, In the case of the preposition ‘LL’, the

examples of ellipsis of predicates are found 4 times (3%).

3. The usages of the conjunctions used in <Laozi(¥F)> were researched.

There are 20 conjunctions such as ‘H’, ‘B, ‘i, ‘LU, W, QI “Z2, “BR#%,
TR, PR, M R, WO, SEDL, R, ) ) A, A, 27 in <Laozi
(%71)>. These indicate parallel, consequence, contrast, gradation, concession,
causality and conditional relationship between the two terms before and after,
according to their meanings.

Also, the structure of ‘subject + 2 + predicate’ is very often found. Among
many conjunctions, ‘Il” is most used 108 times (32%), which means
consequence, contrast, parallel, or gradation relationship. Next, ‘% meaning
causal relationship is used 39 times (17%). ‘LI’ is used 39 times(11%),
meaning consequent, causal, or conditional relationship. ‘“J&L\’ meaning causal
relationship is used 35 times(10%). ‘2’ is used 32 times (9%), which is
placed between subject and predicate, forming the combination of ‘subject +
2 + predicate’. This structure can not be a independent clause, functioning as

an element of a sentence or as a simple sentence in a complex sentence.

4. The wusages of the auxiliary words used in <Laozi(%F1)> were
researched.

There are 22 auxiliary words such as ‘2, ‘&, ‘Br, 9, ‘&, 7, W, %,
B T A A | S A e A A (Y | I S N =S IR
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Laozi(%¥)>. These are classified into auxiliary words for structure auxiliary
words, mood auxiliary words, and suffixes.

There are ‘', ‘%%’ ‘AT’, & in structure auxiliary words. The ones making
noun phrases are ‘2’ ‘%’ ‘FF’, and the ones changing the order of words
are 2’ and &

There are mood auxiliary words as ‘&, ‘K’ ‘&', i, ‘2, “F, ‘H, ]
BURET Yy THY, Y Y, R, sk, ()Y, These are classified into
the beginning, the middle, and the end of mood auxiliary words, according to
their position of the sentence. There are ‘#, ‘&', ‘#&’, ‘% in mood auxiliary
words used in the beginning of sentence. There are ‘2’ ‘J’, ‘th’, ‘K’ 5
‘2’ 7 in mood auxiliary words used in the middle of sentence. There are
SPLET  H) H E R, S, K, ek, KT in mood  auxiliary
words used in the end of sentence.

There are ‘%%, ‘I in suffixes. The words with these suffixes are used as

predicates or adverbs.

This study shows the features of the usages of the function words, which
resulted from the quantitative investigation of the function words used in <
Laozi(#1)>. It is expected that this study will provide basic data to find
out the usages of the function words of the pre-Qin(4:%) period, and
opportunities to examine the developments of the usages of the function

words.
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