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(Abstract)

A study on Ming Si Yi House Interpreters and Joseon
Sayogwon Interpreters of the 15th~16th century

Zhang Qi
Departmaent of History
Graduate School, Jeju National University

In the 15th and 16th centuries, the Ming dynasty and Joseon
placed great importance on nurturing interpreters and translators,
so at the same time, 'Si Yi House  and 'Sayogwon’ were established
as organizations for nurturing interpreters and translators,
respectively. Although the names of these two institutions are
different and the titles of the talents nurtured here are different,
there is a point of comparison in that they were institutions that
handled diplomatic missions and nurtured diplomatic talents. In this
thesis, the establishment and operation of these two institutions,
the recruitment of teachers and trainees, and learning materials and
evaluations are the focus of this thesis. Therefore, what was the
relationship between the perception of the name of Joseon and the
foreign policy of Joseon’s 'fourth-day kyorin’, what was the status
of interpreters and interpreters who were considered to be technical
positions at the time, what was the difference between the
textbooks used in the two institutions, I think it is necessary to
once again discuss in detail how the evaluation process was
different. Although there is a comparative study on the education of
Si Yi House and Sayogwon among previous studies, it seems that it
did not clearly mention that Ming and Joseon recognized each
other’s languages differently. Therefore, based on this research
consciousness, this thesis will deal specifically with the educational
situation of syntactical and historical officers, using the Si Yi House
and the ministerial staff as comparison targets.

In Chapter 2, we will take a closer look at the establishment and
operation of Si Yi House, the recruitment of teachers and trainees,
and study materials and evaluation through basic literature data.

First, by dealing with the background and operation status of Si Yi



House, the cause of Ming's establishment of Si Yi House can be
identified, and the history of Si Yi House will be examined. Second,
the social status of Myeongcho Tongsa will be elucidated by dealing
with the recruitment of teachers and translators. Third, let’s try to
discover the characteristics of [Hwai Translationy . a textbook for
nurturing Ming dynasty syntax, through study materials and
evaluations, such as compilation, content composition, and edition.
In addition, it is intended to identify a rigorous graduation exam so
that students can take tests and final graduations on a regular
basis.

Chapter 3 will introduce and deal with the establishment and
operation of a ministry center, recruitment of teachers and trainees,
and study materials and evaluation in a way that references
previous research and utilizes basic literature materials. First, by
dealing with the establishment, operation, and organization of
Sayogwon, it is possible to find out the situation and historical
history of the establishment of Sayogwon in the Joseon Dynasty. In
addition, I would like to take a peek at the operating conditions of
the two institutions through the description of the job titles of the
ministers. Second, by dealing with the recruitment of teachers and
cadets, the social status of the early Joseon dynasty will be
investigated. Third, we will examine the types and development of
various epidemiological books that appeared in the Joseon Dynasty
by dealing with study materials and evaluation. In particular, I
would like to understand the characteristics of the textbooks used in
Sayogwon, focusing on '(Nogeoldae); . In addition, we would like
to identify the examinations for becoming a military officer and the
examinations taken to graduate for scholarships and promotions.

In Chapter 4, I would like to compare the status of training
between Sai-gwan and ministerial officers in several aspects.
Mainly, there are comparison of the language of the other party,
comparison of the social status of syntax and parsimony, comparison
of the situation of textbooks used, and comparison of the evaluation
to become a syntax and parsimony. In this comparison, it will be
revealed what the emphasis was on each other’s languages according

to the foreign policies of Ming and Joseon. In addition, we will



examine what the social status of talented interpreters and
translators in the 15th and 16th centuries was, what differences
were in the textbooks used, and how the evaluation methods and
contents differed.

By arranging and comparing several aspects in this way, it will be
possible to find out the commonalities and differences between the
15th and 16th century scholars and the educational aspects and
training institutions of Joseon officials. In particular, it can be seen
how the perceptions of languages between the two countries differed
during this period.

Keywords: Interpreters, Si Yi House, Sayogwon.
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