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[Abstract]

Study of Local Cultural Education Programs
Based on ‘Noji(Open Ground) Culture’

— Centering on the Original Downtown Area of Seogwipo —

Ja-Yeon Bang

Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage Education,

Jeju National University Graduate School of Social Education

Supervised by professor Seung—Hee Jang

Local culture is composed of various components, and among them, Noji’ is
a concept that has been emerging recently. As it is said that knowledge is
learned from books and wisdom is learned from nature, human beings, as a
part of local culture, have grown their wisdom in life by cultivating culture in
the open ground close to the natural state. In Jeju, the expression ‘Noji’ is
used in ‘noji tangerine’ and ‘noji soju’, which the term contains meaning of
unprocessed naturalness. Noji is a compound word of ‘dew’ and ‘ground’, and
the dictionary definition is ‘ground where dew falls’. It can be interpreted as
an open place without a roof. The purpose of this study is to suggest the
direction of local culture education based on ‘Noji Culture’ and to develop an
educational program utilizing the open ground cultural resources of the
original downtown of Seogwipo City. In the process, I would like to reveal

that the identity of local culture can be formed by rediscovering the value of
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noji culture.

The subject of this study was selected as the original downtown area of
Seogwipo because Seogwipo City was selected as a legal cultural city by the
government and presented ‘Noji Culture’ as a brand representing the region.
Also, Noji culture is a cultural policy proposed by the Seogwipo city
administration and is also the cultural vision of Seogwipo. The expression
was born when the term ‘Noji’ was found in, noji tangerine and noji soju,
products representing Seogwipo City, combined with the term ‘culture’.

In this paper, the meaning of Noji was understood by considering the
dictionary definition of ‘open ground’, but also including the spirit and culture
of the local community. ‘Noji Culture’ can be said to be a concept that
includes nature—friendly tangible and intangible open ground cultural
resources, the spiritual culture of living together, and the culture of the
community inherent in people and nature. In other words, the culture that
contains the life and spirit of the local community using the open ground is
noji culture.

In this paper, we intend to develop an educational program utilizing the noji
culture resources emphasizing the locality of Seogwipo City and suggest a
plan for its utilization. In the process, we studied the regional and cultural
characteristics of the original downtown area of Seogwipo City, analyzed the
implications through case studies of other areas, and explored the direction to
design an educational program that can be applied to noji areas. The contents
of the program provided educational value by using the cultural resources of
noji in the original downtown area of Seogwipo as the material, centering on
the six cultural archetypes of light, water, stone, wind, road, and people. The
goal of this program is to establish the identity of the region by discovering
the wvalue of various noji culture resources in the original downtown of
Seogwipo City. Another goal is to form a cultural community in which local

residents can unite and to improve the quality of cultural life. Ultimately, the
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goal of local cultural education is to strengthen the cultural development of
the region and enrich the lives of the residents. In the discourse of local
culture, the noji culture will become a cornerstone for the changes of local
culture, and it will be a guide that suggest a straight direction to local people

who are in harmony with nature and pursue a happy life with culture.

Key words: Noji(Open Ground), Noji Culture, local culture, education program,

original downtown area of Seogwipo, cultural city, cultural community
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