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[Abstract]

There used to be an old route around the basin of Hancheon on Jeju Isla
nd. Hancheon i1s one of three major valleys in Korea and the longest stream
on the island even though it is a dry one. Originating in Buksa-myeon of Ba
ekrokdam, it runs through the Tamra Valley in the upstream and Bangseonm
un in the midstream and turns in a big circle around the southern outskirts o
f Jeju before exiting into the sea through Yongyeon. The basin of Hancheon
has been the center of politics, economy, and culture on Jeju Island from the
prehistoric times through Tamra and Joseon periods to the present. In Joseon,
local officials dispatched from the central government and those who were in
exile on the island were fascinated by the magnificent views of Hancheon an
d natural landscapes of Baekrokdam, Tamra Valley, Bangseonmun, and Yongy
eon and tried to consume and enjoy these views according to their taste.

The place admired by Jeju people in awe had a new idea added to it by
those who were dispatched from the central government, it is called place-ma
king. It is apparent that their ideas were projected in the process on Ma-ae—
myeong (JF8%) as they engraved their names[#i#] and their creative poems
[#:%] in the rock and had contemplation[#%f] over a name fit for the scener
v they faced in a playful journey to scenic spots. There are total 124 cases o
f Ma-ae-myeong including 33, four, 66, and 24 in Baekrokdam, Tamra Valley,
Bangseonmun, and Yongyeon. Previous researches for the last 70 years or so
remained at a level of checking their historical value in most cases. Some res
earchers would sometimes mention the fact that the consciousness of enchant
ed land was projected on Ma-ae-myeongs in the basin of Hancheon on Jeju I
sland, but there were no more full-scale researches on the topic.

This paper presents the results of a full-blown research on the strong co
nsciousness of enchanted land sometimes raised through Ma-ae-myeongs eng

raved in scenic spots in the basin of Hancheon. The Ma-ae-myeongs engrave
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d in Yongyeon that is the estuary of Hancheon into the sea, for instance, had
various kinds of consciousness blended in them. In some cases, Yongyeon wa
s regarded as a holy place where Jeju people held a ritual for rain. Yongyeon
was accepted for its objectively superb natural scenery and further recognized
for its picturesque scenery that would attract Taoist hermits with miraculous
powers in other cases. Finally, the other cases would present Yongyeon as an
entrance to the paradise for strolling around by adding a story based on the
content of Taohuayuanji by Tao Yuanming during Wei and Jin Dynasties in
China. There as a mix of four kinds of consciousness in Yongyeon by the st
age. No previous studies addressed the third case showing the consciousness
of enchanted land was projected on it and the fourth case of very strong con
sciousness of enchanted land being projected on it.

Meaning a visit to the space of Taoist hermits with miraculous power, B
angseonmun likewise was divided along the boundary between the secular an
d Taoist worlds of some sort. The spaces were organized and rearranged in
a very elaborate way from here to the Ma-ae-myeongs of Hwanseondae calli
ng Taoist hermits with miraculous power, Wooseondae where human beings
would meet summoned Taoist hermits with miraculous power, and Eunseondo
ng where Taoist hermits with miraculous power were hidden in the Tamra V
alley. There was a mix of similar consciousness in the Ma-ae-myeongs of B
aekrokdam.

Moving up along Hancheon from Yongyeon, passing through Bangseonmu
n and Tamra Valley, and reaching Baekrokdam, this route is one of the oldes
t routes trodden by forerunners with their consistent thinking system 300 yea
rs ago. Given its content, this route can be called "route of Taoist hermits wi
th miraculous power.” The physical route of Taoist hermits with miraculous p
ower ends at Baekrokdam, but one can see the South Pole star only visible o
n the spring and autumn equinox day there. The South Pole star is known to

be visible only south of Mount Heng in China and only in Mt. Halla in Kore



a. The star symbolizes times of peace and prosperity in a broad sense and pe
rsonal health and longevity and a promise with a Taoist hermit with miraculo
us power in a narrow sense. Even though the physical route of Taoist hermit
s with miraculous power begins at Yongyeon and ends at Baekrokdam, a con
ceptual route of Taoist hermits with lmiraculous power begins where the phy
sical route ends. It is Lee Ik-tae that walked this physical and conceptual rou
te of Taoist hermits with miraculous power in the soundest manner. After bei
ng appointed as a Moksa of Jeju in 1694, he climbed Mt. Halla two years in

a row on the autumn equinox day with his old body aged over 60.
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