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<Abstract>

A study on the field of artwork of Korean color painting

- With a Focus on Kyungja Chun, Rehyun Park, Saenggwang Park -

Lee Ha—neul

Graduate school of Jeju National University

School of Fine Arts, Korean Painting Major

Advisor : Professor Lee Chang-hui

Art 1s like a mirror that holds the history and the spirit of the time.
Through the painting, we do not merely see the painting itself but we
discover the history in which it was created. Especially, the life of a
certain era presented with colors shows specific purposes or the
subject more in depth on the canvass. In the past, Korean color
painting was often categorized under Oriental painting. Therefore,
notwithstanding the fact that people are aware of the term "Ink
painting,” the term "color painting” seems unfamiliar to them. Even in
this circumstance, Korean color painting quietly upheld its position in
the field of art with a long history, where changes are rapidly made.

Looking at the history of color painting, It started from ancient tomb

murals in the Goguryeo period, which is considered as the root of
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Korean color painting, to the Buddhist art in the Goryeo period, and
finally the folk art in the Joseon era. Through the turbulent time of
modernity during which Korea was under Japanese occupation, with
the breathless pace of change from the 1945 liberation to regime
changes, Koea’'s color painting has continued its tradition to this day.
It shows that the color painting makes us look back the path we have
traversed for millennia while at the same time reminding of our
identity.

There are many artworks that cannot be categorized into a single
field by the artists who hope to follow in their predecessors’ footsteps.
As genres of art became more vague and the distinction of formats
more blurred, Korea’s color painting has become an ambiguous field of
art. In this process, the paintings of Kyungja Chun, Rehyun Park, and
Saenggwang Park showed the spirit of unique and creative painting to
the modern Korean art scene. They resisted the temptation of shifting
to new art forms even in the difficult times and contributed to
continuing the tradition by insisting on creating color paintings of their
own style.

Given the reality of the art field of the time when they studied in
Japan and the social milieu in Korea at the time, the color painting of
the period was pushed to the wayside by the mainstream. Even under
these circumstances, Chun expressed her inner emotions such as
sadness and pain in her paintings as an autobiographical image.
Rehyun Park found Korea’'s traditional materials beautiful and created
the works utilizing them through the reconstruction of the canvass.

Saenggwang Park showed the unique and creative works with Korean
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spirit and he contemplated on the history and tradition of Koreans
deeply. The artworks of these three representative artists set a
milestone for Korean color painting to move forward.

Through this study, the author was able to expand the basic
knowledge that we understood with an objective perspective as we
ponder upon the academic background on concepts and history of
Korean color painting. The author also hopes that this study could
pave the way to create more profound artworks as we look for the
new methods to expand the artistic horizon, learning from the artworks

of Kyungja Chun, Rehyun Park, and Saenggwang Park.
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