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<Abstract>

A Study on Correspondence of Korean Language
Collocation to Chinese Language for Korean Language
Education

Fu-Jia Jun
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School, Jeju National University

The purpose of this study is to provide implications for educating
Chinese Korean-learners in collocation by comparing Korean collocation
with corresponding aspects in Chinese Language from a viewpoint of
contrastive linguistics. For this, a definition of collocation in Korean
language education was reexamined and a list of collocation for
systematic education for Chinese Korean-learners was selected. And
corresponding aspects between Korean language collocation and Chinese
language were compared and furthermore, an education plan of effective
customized collocation education by analyzing Chinese learners' errors of
using collocation.

Collocation education in the study did not stay at aspects of lexical
education or grammar education and was examined from a new viewpoint
by connecting it with contrastive linguistics. This discussion began from a
fundamental question of 'how should collocation education for Chinese
Korean-learners effectively be done?'. In order to find a solution to this,
this thesis developed the following progress of discussion.

First, the definition of collocation was reexamined. Because the existing
studies focused obsessively on discussing theoretical aspects of the
definition of collocation, there was a limit to apply this to Korean

language education. Considering this point, the thesis began from the



characteristics of collocation and gave a new definition of collocation in
Korean language education. Reflecting the characteristics of collocation
including restrictions of lexical combination relationship of collocation,
collocative co-occurrence, transparency and compositionality of the
collocative meanings, and selectivity of collocative elements enough in the
site of Korean language education, it considered collocation as the
syntactic combinatorial construction between two lexemes, selected and
co-occurred the lexical elements of the main agent of choice (Base)
which become a subject of choice (Collocate) selectively in practical
terms, and regarded the syntactical meanings as the transparent or
semitransparent composition.

Based on Korean language collocation defined in the thesis, a list of
educational collocation for Chinese Korean-learners was selected. First,
Chinese collocative educational aspects of Korean language were studied
through a survey on 5 Chinese local Korean language textbooks including
FKorean Languages by Peking University. In order to secure the
validity that collocative items extracted through an analysis of the
textbooks are selected as a list of educational collocation to be raised in
the thesis, it first checked if each collocative item corresponds to the
definition of collocation done in it or not. Next, considering frequent
use in collocation and learning difficulty as criteria for selection,
collocation composed with vocabularies very frequently registered in
Basic Noun Collocation Frequency Dictionary for Learnings and
presented in <Result Report for Selecting Vocabularies for Learning
Korean Language (The National Institute of the Korean Language (2003))>
was selected as educational collocation. Finally, 291 collocations were
selected as educational collocation through this.

For the selected educational collocation items, similarities and

differences between Korean collocation and corresponding aspects in



Chinese language were compared with each other from the viewpoint of
contrastive linguistics. Korean language collocation mostly has a
corresponding relationship with Chinese phrases, vocabularies, and four
character idioms when  corresponding  to Chinese.  Therefore,
corresponding aspects in Chinese language were divided into contrastive
and noncontrastive relationships according to syntactic construction of
Korean language collocation. The contrastive relationship indicates that
the syntactic construction of corresponding expressions of Chinese
language accords with Korean language collocation. And the
subclassification of the contrastive relationship in an semantic aspect can
again be divided into complete and partial corresponding relationships.
The complete corresponding relationship keeps the basic meanings and
forms 1:1 corresponding relationships in components of Korean language
collocation and Chinese corresponding expressions. Unlike this, in the
partial corresponding relationship, Korean language should not be
translated into the basic meanings of the applicable vocabularies when
corresponding to Chinese language due to the extended meanings of the
collocative elements but correspond to it by borrowing other Chinese
vocabularies which accord with the extended meanings of Korean
vocabularies. The noncontrastive relationship indicates that syntactic
construction of corresponding expressions of Chinese language does not
accord with Korean language collocation. The noncontrastive relationship
includes various phrases, vocabularies, and four character idioms of
Chinese language. Korean language  collocation shows  various
corresponding aspects when corresponding to China. The complete
corresponding relationship is helpful for Chinese learners in understanding
and utilizing Korean language collocation more easily by the
corresponding aspect of Chinese language. However, the partial and

noncorrepsonding relationships make learners have difficulty in studying
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allocation because there are a lot of differences between Chinese
responding aspects and collocation and the semantic or syntactic
construction of Korean language. This noncontrastive corresponding
relationship becomes a factor of Chinese Korean-learners' errors of using
collocation. Therefore, learners' collocation errors can easily be expected
and analyzed by the corresponding aspects of Korean language collocation
in Chinese language. Furthermore, implications for collocation education
and efficient educational plants can be raised based on the contrastive
and error analyses.

Based on the results of the contrastive analysis on the corresponding
aspects in Korean language collocation and Chinese language, causes of
Chinese learners' errors were established by analyzing the errors that
practically appeared when they use Korean language collocation. The
thesis collected Chinese learners' collocative errors through a survey on
translation questionnaires. The subject of the survey was 36 students
who study Korean in the Department of Korean Language in a local
Chinese university. Total 356 collocation errors were collected through
the survey. And according to the causes of the errors, the specific errors
were divided into 4 types as follows:

First, it's errors due to effects of the native language. Errors due to
differences of meanings between Korean and Chinese languages and
errors due to literal translation of Chinese vocabularies into Korean ones
are applicable to this. Second, it's errors due to effects of target
languages. Substitution errors of synonyms, errors of confusing
intransitive and transitive verbs, etc. are applicable to this. Third, it's
errors of postpositional particles. Fourth, it's other errors. The result
which analyzed the errors have found as follows: The errors of the
native language have found that the error rate is highest as 22.2%,

followed by the errors of postpositional particles (20.8%). The error rate



of the errors due to the effects of target languages is relatively low as
15.7%. This has found that Chinese learners receive much interference
from their mother language when learning collocation. Therefore, as
similarities and differences between semantic or morphological aspects of
collocative expressions that Korean language corresponds to Chinese
language should be emphasized by comparing them with each other,
education should be done to make learners utilize Korean language
collocation by recognizing it exactly.

On the other hand, Chinese learners are not familiar with postpositional
particles, the element used when utilizing collocation because there are
no any case-making postpositional particles in the Chinese grammar
system. Therefore, the reason to use applicable postpositional particles
should be given to learners by beginning from the syntactic
characteristics of collocation. Even though it's the lowest number of
errors due to effects of target languages among these three error types,
semantic and morphological distinction of synonyms in Korean language
becomes difficulties in collocative learning of Korean language. If Korean
synonyms are not well distinguished from one another, errors have been
found by using synonyms which do not match specific collocation. In
order to solve collocative errors due to interference of these target
languages, semantic and morphological differences of Korean synonyms
should be emphasized to learners in the learning process.

In order to overcome difficulties that Chinese learners study Korean
language allocation due to differences in Korean and Chinese expressions,
efficient educational plans of collocation were suggested from the
viewpoint of contrastive linguistics. A new instructional model composed
of 4 stages of 'Introduction-Translation activity—Utilization—Finish' was
prepared by combining the grammar-—translation teaching method which

well reflects contrastive linguistics with the theory of the learning method



of community language and examples of classes by grade were

suggested.

Key words: Collocation, Contrastive linguistics, Korean language

education, Comparison of Korean-Chinese vocabularies, Error analysis.
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