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Abstract

Research about the cooperation between

South Korea—Vietnam and the act of the Hwasan Lee family

Nguyen Thi Tai Linh
Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology

The Graduate School of Jeju National University

The Socialist Republic of Vietham and the Republic of Korea
established formal diplomatic relations on December 22" 1992. Over the
past 28 years, relations between the two countries have developed
rapidly. The bilateral relations upgraded to “Comprehensive partnership
in the 21 century” in 2002 and subsequently to “Strategic partnership”
in 2009. In times past, Viet Nam-Korea relations have grown up
positively in many fields such as politics, investment, trade and tourism.
Vietnam affirms that Korea is one of Vietnam's most significant partners
in all fields, while Korea also considers Vietnam as a key partner in the
RoK Government's New Southern Policy. Regular exchanges of
delegations at all levels, especially the official high-ranking visits of two
countries’ leaders, have shown that the bilateral political trust became
more and more strengthened.

With today's achievements, it is not only because of two governments’
policies and orientations which create favorable conditions for the
exchange and cooperation, it is also because of historical and cultural

similarities between Vietnam and Korea. Being strongly influenced by the



East Asian culture is the greatest similarity between two countries. It is
supposed to be a long-standing culture in both countries. Although
Vietnam is geographically far to Korea, both countries share borders
with China. That’'s why Vietnam and Korea have suffered a lot of
invasions and colonization of China in the past. That's also why
Buddhism, Taoism and the use of Chinese characters have been tools to
propagate thoughts and culture for a long time in the history of Vietnam
and Korea.

Despite the fact that two countries had never established official
diplomatic relations before 1992, the emissaries of two countries had
many chances to meet and discuss by the tributary system with China.
In particular, the notable meetings between the envoy Phung Khac Khoan
and the Korean envoy Ly Toai Quang, Le Quy Don and Hong Khai Hy ...
[t's thanks to their mastery of Sinology, they indirectly established a
relationship and created good images of Vietnam and Korea.

The relationship between Vietnam and South Korea was also marked
by the 1995’s event when Prince Ly Long Tuong's descendants returned
to Vietnam and claimed to be the Ly descendants of King Ly Cong Uan.
In 1226, because of the imperial chaos, Ly Long Tuong (brother of King
Ly Cao Tong, son of King Ly Anh Tong) and a number of clansmen
secretly crossed the sea to Goryeo. Ly Long Tuong was favored and
conferred Hoa Son general by the King of Goryeo as he helped the
country cease the Mongol invasion. Thus, the Hwasan Lee family
originated and started developing. But they still thought about their
birthplace in Vietnam.

There is a mountain called Quang Dai Son in Hwasan. According to
lore, Ly Long Tuong often climbed up there to look southward to his

home country. Therefore, the mountain is named “Peak of Nostalgia”.



Inheriting the love from Ly Long Tuong, the descendants of Hwasan Lee
family always think about to their ancestral homeland.

After nearly 800 years, after Vietnam and South Korea established
diplomatic relations, in 1995 the Hwasan Lee family's descendants did go
back to Vietnam to find their roots. It took them a long time to prove
that they are descendants of the Ly family as the Korean Hwasan Lee
family had lots of difficulties. They were recognized by Vietnam's
government as well as Korea's government after all, thanks to their
determination and continuous efforts. Especially in 2010, Vietnamese
government granted decisions permitting the naturalization in Vietnam to
Ly Xuong Can’s family.

The return of the Korean Hwasan Lee family was not only a visit to
their homeland, but it also shows that they have always been
wholeheartedly thinking about their homeland, so they have contributed
a lot to the economy, culture and society in Vietnam. For example,
giving the Hwasan Lee's genealogy book and many important historical
documents of the family's descendants helped reconnecting the
Vietnamese’'s missing history about the prince Ly Long Tuong of the Ly
Dynasty. As a Korean citizen with Vietnamese bloodline, the Hwasan Lee
family always strives to make the relationship of the two countries better
and deeper. Typically, Mr. Ly Xuong Can was inducted as the Vietnam
tourism ambassador in Korea and he has had a lot of effort to develop
the tourism of both countries. Mr. Ly Tuong Tuan established Viet-
Korea foundation to promote cultural cooperation and exchange between
Vietnam and Korea ... etc ...

Therefore, through this research, I want to bring a comprehensive
view about the activities of the Hwasan Lee family in Vietnam, thereby

assessing their roles in promoting the two countries’ friendship as well



as building a good and close image between the Vietnamese people and

Korean people.

Keyword: Hwasan Lee, family, Ly Long Tuong, Vietnam, South Korea,
Goryeo, King Ly Cong Uan, friendship, Mr. Ly Xuong Can, Vietnam

tourism, Hoa Son.
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