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[ABSTRACT]

Zhuang Zhou's Zhuangzi was written amid the fierce debate over the
chaotic situation, that is, the ‘Warring State Period’ and the ‘Contention of
Hundred Schools of Thought’. Therefore, in addition to his writing, in which
expounded his own ideas to overcome the difficult situations, he would have
used a narrative method to persuade other hundred schools of thought and
intellectuals of that society. Moreover, at the time of Zhuang Zhou's writing
of Zhuangzi, there was a concept of ‘3’ (Writings) which included literature,
history, and philosophy, but the concept of ‘Literature’ as it is today did not
exist at that time. Accordingly, he would not have distinguished his writing
from literature, ideas, and essays, so it is natural that his writing is mixed
with various writing methods.

So far, efforts to shed light on the idea of Zhuang Zhou have been
continuing, and his literary value has been studied enough to achieve
remarkable results until a recent date, but there is still a lack of research on
persuasive writing. For this reason, this paper aims to focus on and analyze
the persuasive writing among the writings of Zhuang Zhou.

In order to reveal that Zhuang Zhou's writings were developing in the
process of persuasion with logicality, it is necessary to borrow the concept of
ancient Western rhetoric represented by Zechne Rhetorike of Aristotle.
Ancient rhetoric was a different concept from the viewpoint of modern
rhetoric associated with sentence modalities, and the core idea was
argumentation and persuasion. In other words, it is not a rhetoric method that
obtained a literary effect in a story-telling way, but rather a method of
rhetoric to speak or write using various methods of argumentation in

consideration of speakers and audiences. These were the things that had to
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be considered by Hundred Schools of Thought such as Zhuang Zhou while
arguing and writing with each other, and this way of process was also seen
In Zhuangzi.

Zhuang Zhou sometimes mentioned Confucius as a main character in his
writing, which can be seen as a persuasive speaking of Zhuang Zhou relying
on the authority of Confucius. It appears that this method was chosen to use
a persuasive speaking because it would be much more effective for him who
was just a little-known figure to persuade students by referring to Confucius
who is praised as a teacher of Confucianism in his writing. Zhuang Zhou
called this method ‘Tautology(# 5 ) (‘Ethos’ in Aristotle), which was believed
to persuade people relying on the nature and authority of speakers.

Besides, Zhuang Zhou often used fables, featuring animals and plants that
are commonplace or making minor figures main characters, as a tool to scold
and impress readers. This can be seen as persuasive speaking that appeals to
the readers’ feeling, the Pathos.

Much of Zhuangzi was made up of fables, which is a way of writing
that allows readers to learn by themselves through the conversation and
situation of the characters in the story. This is an inductive method of logic
through historical and fictional examples, which was used to ensure ‘Logos’,
that is, the logicality of the contents itself. In addition, essays that were
placed in front of or behind the fables and that seemed to explain or sum up
the contents of the fables were presented in the form of ‘Syllogism’ and ‘the
Enthymeme’. To briefly introduce ‘the Enthymeme’ here, it is presented one of
the three syllogism’s major premise, minor premise, and conclusion being
omitted. Namely, it is a way to draw conclusions by oneself by filling up the
omitted parts on the basis of clues that speakers provided. This would have
been an ideal method of reasoning to explain the elusive concept of “Tao’, and
it is found that this was also used to reveal the logic of the word itself as a

logic of deductive reasoning.
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If it is possible to find out the logical method of narratives of Zhuang
Zhou, which have not been revealed since it was expressed by means of
analogies, metaphors, and paradoxes, his narrative method can be used in
suggesting new way of reading classics and new instructions for liberal arts
classes in the academic fields. By making an example of Zhuang Zhou's
writing, it can be tried to do hidden persuasive speaking and writing that
logically persuade other people without giving them the impression that
outspoken and direct persuasion is put to listeners and readers.

In addition, if it is proven that this logical method of narrative has been
introduced in Zhuang Zhou's writing which is considered difficult to
understand due to its splendid and exaggerated writing style, other books
from Hundred Schools of Thought, which 1is thought to be more
argumentative essay writing than that of Zhuang Zhou, could also be newly
analyzed in this way. Based on the logical narrative presented in the
Zhuangzi, it 1s possible to find out and analyze the logicality in the process
of reading the works of Hundred Schools of Thought, not just focusing on
the level of decoding.

And ultimately, it is expected that readers himself will find out and prove
the persuasive method of Hundred Schools of Thought not just simply
reading and understanding classics, and that new ground for ‘Free Discussion

of Hundred Schools’ is to come through Zhuang Zhou's persuasive method.
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