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<Abstract>

A Study on the Expression of the Forest of Thoughts

through Memory:
With a Focus on the Author’'s Own Work

Lee Seo Yoon

Western Painting Major, Department of Arts
Graduate School of Jeju National University

Advisor: Prof. Park Sung]Jin

Human beings come out of nature and return to nature. Nature has been an
object of awe as it provides the foundation of living, but it has also been
something for humans to overcome. The attitude toward nature varies
depending on culture and history. Eastern and Western views on nature are
examples of this attitude.

With the emergence of modern society, humans are living outside their
natural state and overcoming it. It is true that human attitudes toward nature
have also changed with the advent of capitalism. However, despite the
development of capitalism, humans are simply unable to live away from
nature. Humans and nature are inseparable. Jean-Jacques Rousseau once
described the anxiety caused by imbalances between humans and nature and
advocated “a return to the state of nature.”

Thus, humans are bound to have a close relationship with nature, and
nature also often serves as an object that stimulates human aesthetic
judgment. Nature is the very source of art and inspiration. Paying attention
to this specific relationship between humans and nature, this study looks at
the aesthetic sense that nature provides in modern society and past attempts

to express it in a formative manner. On this basis, the study examines how
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it i1s reflected in actual creative action. In addition, through examination of the
author’'s own work, the formative understanding of the following has been
analyzed: the relationship between the forest and humans and aesthetic
consciousness of the self.

Therefore, on the basis of the theoretical consideration of landscape painting,
this study analyzes the development of Eastern and Western landscape
paintings and the artwork of the following artists: Eric Fischl, David
Hockney, Wayne Thiebaud (all contemporary landscape painters), and the
representative Jeju Island landscape painter Byun Shi-ji. Then, a comparison
is made with the production process of the author's own artwork. As a result
of this study, it was found that traditional and modern landscape paintings
were reinterpreted and shaped according to the artist’s unique characteristics
and perspectives on nature. Furthermore, by comparing the author's own
artwork with the works of contemporary landscape painters and Byun Shi-ji,
the author’s own work was also reinterpreted through nature, and a new
formative aspect was derived that became an indicator guiding the direction
of the author’s landscape paintings.

Through all this, this study was able to chart a solid path for the formative
expression of Jeju's forests and everyday scenes. The author intends to use
it as an opportunity to shed new light on various fields, values, and

meanings of life in her own artwork through continuous work.
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