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[Abstract]

Constitutional Issues Related to the Report on Individuals
of Media Companies due to Changes
in Media Environment

Choi, Woo-Jeong

Professor, Keimyung University

In order to realize the dignity and value of human beings, which are
constitutional values, everyone must have sufficient information to correctly
determine the problems at hand. This information can be easily obtained,
such as data released through various media, but is usually obtained by
requesting disclosure of information that has not been disclosed. In general,
the right to access information, or the right to know that is derived under
the Constitution, contributes to the expression of an individual's character,
thereby contributing to the formation of a society's public opinion, thus
forming a democratic basic order of society. In modern society, not only
the state but also the huge private organizations, namely businesses, schools
and various social organizations, wield enormous influence unlike individuals
and have more information than individuals. Individuals are bound to be
restricted from access to information held by such organizations.

It is a well-known fact that freedom of speech plays an important role
in the formation of the democratic basic order of the nation. In particular,
coverage for media coverage is an important part of freedom of speech and
contributes to the development of character through the people’s right to
self-information by collecting and analyzing various information and providing

various information to the people. In this sense, the media argues for the
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so—called “certified trusteeship,” an agent or delegate of the people’s right
to know, and claims privileges in coverage and reporting,.

However, even if freedom of coverage plays an important role in the
formation of a democratic basic order, it is highly likely that it will violate
the constitutional values of the subjects of coverage, such as personal rights
and freedom of privacy. The provision of articles by media companies not
based on thorough journalism does not contribute to the formation of sound
democratic wills, but rather can only add to social unrest and chaos. In
particular, the accident that media companies should provide all information
to the public may raise concerns that media companies may emerge as the
fourth power.

Since the subject of the right to know is all citizens, the media cannot
theoretically or in real law be agents or delegates of the right to know, and
cannot claim media privileges in reporting in ultra—practical ways. In particular,
in the media ecosystem that changes from mass media to personal media,
media coverage is obliged to meet journalistic standards by analyzing them
based on facts, and in such cases, it is justified that civil and criminal

responsibilities can be exempted legally.

Key words : freedom of coverage, right to know, media privilege, authorized

trust theory, journalism, media ecosystem
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