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ABSTRACT*

Elementary School Students’

Group Decision Making and Conformity

Kim, Da Won

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ryu, Hyun Jong

This study studied the aspects of conformity in the elementary school
students’ decision—making process, in order to show meanings of conformity in
the decision—-making process. A case of group decision-making of 6 grade
students in an elementary school were used to analyze the aspects of
conformity to derive suggestions on how to understand it.

The patterns of conformity in this study participants were shown as follows.
First, a conformity was shown as the result of expansion of informations.
Second, students followed majority opinion because they judged it as ‘a fair
decision.” Third, students kept silent when they felt diffident. Fourth, peer

pressure lead to unwanted consequences when taken seriously. Fifth, students

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
conferred in August, 2020
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who have a strategy followed other opinion though they disagreed on it. Sixth,
students considered the minority opinions as the way of respecting students
who have them instead of giving pressure to change their opinions. Seventh,
students suggested new alternatives to compensate the defects. Eighth,
subjects of decision-making affected students’ decision—-making.

The implications for understanding conformity are as follows. First, it has
possibility to be being interpreted in positive meaning. As ‘a choice after
changes of cognition’ and ‘a result of subjective judgement’, the conformity has
positive aspects. Second, conformity has different meanings depending on the
decision-making situation. Third, some silence does not mean conformity.
When silence appears as a result of agreement from the first or as
unthoughtfulness in decision-making process, it does not mean conformity.

The study analyzed examples of elementary students’ group
decision-making process and showed the reasons why various conformities
occur and their meanings in the decision—-making process. I hope these findings
will give teachers and students ideas of respecting each others and standing in

someone’s shoes.

*Key Word: Group decision—making, Conformity, Silence, Communication and

compromise, Minority opinion
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