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Abstract in English

This study begins with the question of whether Jeju Haenyeo has always
been a “hardworking and strong Jeju woman”. Strictly speaking, all things
that go through the process of birth and death exist as variables, not
constants. Jeju Haenyeo is also a historical formation that has undergone
various historical changes since prehistoric times.

In particular, in the case of Haenyeo labor, personality and meaning have
worked differently in each period. Until the early Joseon Dynasty, diving
existed in the form of individual or collaboration between men and women.
Since then, the role of Pojak, who left and escaped from Jingsangyeok, the
heavy burden of labor for an authority, was passed on to the women, and
Najam Fishery became the exclusive possession of the women, leading to the
current state of Haenyeo labor. However, Jingsangyeok, which was handed
down as a terrible punishment from a mean job, was abolished at the end of
the Joseon Dynasty due to the severe harmful effect.

It was Japanese colonial era that a qualitative change in Haenyeo labor
was made. After the opening of the port, the Haenyeo, who were incorporated
into the Japanese commodity economy, were engaged in labor-related working
away from home that made money, but had to endure plunder and
exploitation under the structure of low-wage labor. They created an
unprecedented labor dispute to improve the poor working environment.

After liberation, changes in the physical base of Haenyeo labor took place.
In other words, while the opportunities for making money in other places
were decreasing, the Haenyeo who were still responsible for their livelihood
experienced diving in a limited working environment. Meanwhile, since the
1960s, changes in the commodity economy due to the promotion of the orange
industry and the development of tourism have caused another change in the

Haenyeo working environment. All these factors are causing a decrease in the
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number of Haenyeo and the avoidance of Haenyeo labor, making the prospect
of Haenyeo labor difficult.

However, even in this situation, the image of Haenyeo, the symbol of “a
strong and hardworking Jeju woman” could distort the actual situation of
Haenyeo labor, thereby acting as a discourse to drive Haenyeo into overtime.

The discussion of this study suggests that it should be distinguished from
the virtual Haenyeo status, which ignores the reality, and the Haenyeo in a
poor working environment. In reality, Jeju Haenyeo is a subject who has
achieved the Ilabor culture of the Haenyeo community by overcoming
hardships as a practical head of the family through the frustration imposed in
history, carrying the bridle of “poor woman who does a mean job” for life.

Such an attempt would be the right approach to their role.
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