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[ABSTRACT]

Action Research for Development of Children’s Character

through Picture Books

Jung ji—hye

Department of Educational Administration & Educational Consulting
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University
Supervised by Professor Lee, In Hoi

This study was conducted to young children in the M Class aged five year
old as action research for the cultivation of early -childhood -character
education using picture books, in order to find out the problems of early
childhood character education of the M Class, seek the action plans for its
improvement, and examine the changes in the young children and teachers.

To this end, the research questions were set as follows. First, what is the
plan for cultivating early childhood character using picture books? Second,
what 1s the change in young children and teachers according to the
cultivation of early childhood character using picture books?

This study was conducted to 28 children aged five year old in the M Class
of H Kindergarten located in Jeju Island. The research period was from
August 19, 2019 to November 1, 2019, and a qualitative study was performed
for early childhood character education using picture books. The researcher
recognized the problem of early childhood character education for the M
group aged five year old, and felt the need for conducting practice-based
early childhood character education activities suitable for young children.

Therefore, the activities were conducted in order of finding the ways to solve
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these issues, the first implementation, the first implementation evaluation, and
seeking the second implementation plan, the second implementation, and the
second implementation evaluation. The researcher executed curriculum
planning, implementing and evaluating, and video—recorded, recorded and
transcribed it into a field note. The data were collected and analyzed through
the participatory observation, the photos of children’s activity process,
children’s activity results, research journal, and the field note. The results
obtained through this study were as follows.

First, early childhood character education using picture books should be
practical based on their interest and attention. This is because early childhood
character education using picture books promoted young children’s caring,
respectful, and cooperative attitude. Young children could positively interact
with their peers as they prepared for a dramatic play, and they were able to
develop a caring, respectful, and cooperative attitude.

Second, early childhood character education using picture books should be
practice-based to lead the participation of young children. There were positive
changes in the children when children were not unilaterally educated by
teachers, and when children participated as the main characters in picture
books, talked about their thoughts, and selected. Therefore, early childhood
character education should not be uniform and temporary but practical, so
that children can experience, feel and put it into their life.

Third, in early childhood character education using picture books, it is
necessary for teachers to bring about changes in their roles. The plans for
early childhood character education using picture books lead the change in
various roles of the teachers, such as monitoring young children’s behavior,
thinking from young children’s viewpoint, reflecting on themselves, and
enhancing the ability to interact with young children, as well as the changes
in the teachers’ practical teaching method.

Based on the above conclusions, some suggestions for a follow-up study
are as follows.

First, since this study was action research to observe the children in the
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M Class of H Kindergarten and look into the process, there is a limit to
generalize the research results.

Second, this study was conducted from August to November, so it had
limits that it could not examine the subsequent changes in the young children
and teachers as it was not continuously performed. Therefore, follow—up
action research on how to cultivate early childhood character education using
picture books needs to be continuously conducted for one year to examine the
changes in young children and teachers.

Third, this study implemented a plan for cultivating children’s character by
means of a picture book. It was hoped that a follow-up study would conduct
action research on early childhood character education connected to various
areas, such as art collaboration activities, physical activities and games, and
families.

This study attempted to find an effective action plan for young children
through action research on early childhood character education using picture
books, and to bring about changes in young children and teachers. It was
hoped that this study will provide the concrete materials for teachers in the
field who are considering early childhood character education using picture

books and help them to manage it effectively.

* Key words: Children, Character, early Childhood Character education,

Picture book, Action research
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