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[ Abstract]

The Interpretation of Rousseau’s
Natural Education of Children
Presented in Child Education Literature

Park Hee-kyeong

Department of Education Administration & Education Consulting,
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Academic Advisor Kim Dae-young

The purpose of this study is to examine the background of Rousseau’s
educational ideas through the historical and ideological background, and based
on this, it aims to raise a question about the interpretation of Rousseau’s
educational ideas that couldn’t be interpreted through the existing naturalistic
interpretation in terms of child education. To this end, the research questions
are set as follows:

First, what is Rousseau’s life and the background of formation of his ideas
about child education?

Second, how are the meanings of ‘education according to nature’ and
‘negative education’ are expressed, which are the key terms in Rousseau’s

child education ideas presented in child education literature?
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Third, how can Rousseau’s natural education of children be interpreted
through TEmile; ?

The major findings of this study are summarized and discussed as follows:
Rousseau is a leading education philosopher in child education. In his book

TEmile; , he divides human development into five stages based on his
philosophy, presents educational methods and content, and highlights the
importance of child education. However, Rousseau’s definition of child
education has limits in interpreting only from a naturalistic perspective.

The problems of the interpretation of Rousseau’s natural education of
children presented in childhood literature can be summarized as follows, based
on Rousseau’s historical and ideological background.

First, Rousseau has had a great influence on many later scholars and still
influences the direction of child education today. Rousseau criticized cramming
education and emphasized child-centered education through his educational
ideas. In particular, his child-centered philosophy has had a negative and
positive influence on Kant, Basedow, Pestalozzi, and Dewey, and he can be
regarded as a pioneer in today’s education.

Second, this study introduces teaching methods through key terms such as
"education according to nature’ and 'negative education’ which are important
for Rousseau’s educational ideas. First, in the case of ‘education according to
nature’, Rousseau sees society as becoming more and more corrupted through

MDiscourse on Inequality; , and nature as a place to get out of society.
From this point of view, it seems that Rousseau chose nature to escape from
the unequal society where people conflict and struggle to become superior
among men, rather than a simple concept of ’‘space’ or ’environment’.
Accordingly, education according to nature can be regarded as an abstract
educational method to connect his conception of a human state and a nature
state. In the case of negative education, the ability to compare the objects

generated through group life seems to have subordinated humans to the gaze
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of others, rather than meaning 'minimal external interferences’ from the
existing naturalistic interpretation. Therefore, negative education can be a life
without exterior influences and can be regarded as one of the means of
education to minimize exterior influences, not education, oppression, and
subordination by somebody.

Third, Rousseau’s definition of child education was largely interpreted from
a conventional naturalistic perspective. However, the definition of child
education in his books 'Emile; , "The Social Contract; , and "Discourse
on Inequality; has a limit to be interpreted only from a naturalistic
perspective. This is because Rousseau advocated his conception of nature,
rather than claiming ’'nature’ in the general sense. As a result, it is difficult
to correctly understand Rousseau’s ideas about child education only from an
existing naturalistic viewpoint, so that there is a limit to the interpretation of
Rousseau’s ideas about education from a naturalistic viewpoint on the
matters, such as construction of new society and humans who adjust to

soclety, besides a description of nature as a simple concept.

Key Words: Emile, FRousseau, natural education, child-centered education.
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