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[Abstract]

Study on Expressions of Love in Japanese Pop Songs

- Focusing on Metaphors -

Dong-kyu Kim

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Graduate School of
Jeju National University

Acadmic Advisor: Chang-ik Lee

Pop songs are expressions of popular culture many people enjoy due to
the easy accessibility to them. The lyrics of pop songs are poetic and
connotative, and at the same time, effectively reflect public tastes.
Therefore, it is possible to investigate the aspects of language use in a
particular society through examining the lyrics of pop songs. The most
common theme shown in Japanese pop songs is ‘love’, especially

‘romantic love’.

Under the assumption that ‘love’ is a theme and feeling arousing public
sympathy, this study examined the expressions of love employed by the
Japanese. Considering a variety of metaphors were used to emphasize
the artistic features of songs, this study focused on the metaphoric

expressions of love in 240 songs released from 2008 to 2019.

This study found 17 different types of metaphors used commonly
throughout the sample of pop songs. The most commonly used metaphor
was related to the meaning of ‘combination’. For example, ‘love is
joining two parts together’. or ‘love is connecting each other’. It is

concluded that ‘combination’ is one of the most favored metaphors with
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respect to love, which likely reflects the Japanese cultural belief that

community is formed through marriage.

Another finding of this study was that different metaphoric expressions
were employed according to the types and degrees of love. Such
expressions were categorized into the eight groups: ‘love’, strong love’,
‘unstable love’, ‘expression of love’, ‘beginning of love’, continuation of

love, ‘deepening of love’, and the end of love'.

This study found that diverse expressions of love were employed by the
Japanese in their pop songs. While some similar expressions are seen in
Korean pop songs, some are used only in Japanese pop songs. More
research on metaphors and expressions regarding ‘love’ needs to be
conducted to figure out what the Japanese think love is and how they

accept the feeling of love.
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