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<Abstract>

A Korean Linguistic Study on Queen Sunwon’s

Eongan(Korean old vernacular letters)

Kim, Soo-ae
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School, Jeju National University

The 19th century in Korean language history is known as the bridge era
between modern Korean and contemporary Korean. That's because various
characteristics of the contemporary Korean appeared in this period.
Nevertheless, there are difficulties to understand the appearance of the 19th
century Korean properly. Especially, the language in the royal court of that
era is not known until present. In this sense, the eongan(Korean old
vernacular letters) of Queen Sunwon(1789~1857) show not only the linguistic
characteristics of those days but also the appearance of the royal court.

This study is intended to comprehend the state of Eongan from 96 cases
of <Queen Sunwon’s Eongan> and to review the Korean linguistic
characteristics. This study identifies the senders and recipients of total 96
letters, which consist of 33 letters of <Queen Sunwon Eopilbongseo(427785)>
and 25 letters of <Queen Sunwon FEopil(##2410-21)> possessed by
Gyujanggak Library, 4 letters possessed by Seok Juseon Memorial Museum
of Dankook University, 30 letters possessed by National Hangeul Museum, 4
letters privately possessed by Jo Yong-seon and 1 letter possessed by
Konkuk University Museum, and reviews the orthography, phonological
features and grammatical characteristics.

First, the senders and recipients of <Queen Sunwon's FEongans> are
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identified along with the years of transcription. Queen Sunwon and figures
around her are discussed. The life of Queen Sunwon and the political
incidents of those days for two generations of the regency by the queen
mother are reviewed. <Queen Sunwon Eongan> vividly and realistically
shows the lifestyle of the royal court, the combination of political incidents
and frank and personal emotions and treatment acts. These contents, which
do not appear in official historical records such as <True Record of the
Joseon Dynasty> and <Seungjeongwon Ilgi(the Diaries of the Royal
Secretariat)>, show the importance of data of letters between individuals.
<Queen Sunwon’s Eongans> also show the attitude of forming the feeling
of solidarity as family in the process of inquiring after relatives and families
out of royal court. This is the example of formal characteristics of the 19th
century eongan and has high value as data. Unlike eongan of noble ladies,
envelopes still remain in many cases. Therefore, these are very important
resources to research the formal characteristics of envelopes of the 19th
century royal court women’s eongan. In addition, the inserted paper separated
from the envelope contains the respect for the sender’s social status.
Meanwhile, the style of Queen Sunwon’s handwriting is the typical court
style of writing the Korean script. well showing elegant Jinheulimche(Genuine
Cursive Font). Especially, it is cursive Chinese characters, which is dynamic
and sophisticated due to quick strokes. The characteristics of the concluding
parts are broad space between the lines and open space, which express the
dignity in combination with the purity of ink black. She could be considered
as a master calligrapher at the status of queen. It also has formativeness and
aesthetic features enough to be the basis of the calligraphy history of
Hangeul. All numerous practices and narrative processes are revealed at the
tip of the brush through all the situations Queen Sunwon went through, and
her style has become the core penmanship of the calligraphy history of

Hangeul until today.
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Regarding the notation characteristics of <Queen Sunwon’'s Eongans>, first,
there are A1, AL and M, which are the compoundcharacters of A, BA and BX,
which are compoundcharacters of H, but there are no double consonantal
letters. Second, there is a strong continual writing form compared with other
eongans. This means the writings of <Queen Sunwon’'s Eongans> are very
conservative. Third, regarding aspirated sounds, E has remarkable aspect of
methods of partial double spelling, and 3 has remarkable aspect of double
phoneme writing. Fourth, the Palatalization Rule, which is shown in most
noble families’ eongans in the 19th century, does not appear in these letters.
This seems that the intention to resist the Palatalization Rule rather
excessively 1s revealed. Fifth, there are hardly vowel rounding cases,
displaying the conservative tendency in the phonological phenomenon.

The grammatical characteristics involve case particles, auxiliary particles
and the prefinal endings. The subject case markers are ‘©](i)’ and ‘7Hga).
After nouns with consonant endings comes ‘©](i)’, and with vowel endings
comes ‘7Fga). While the pronouns ‘Y(na), ‘“‘F(nu) and ‘A (eo) were
combined with the subject case marker ‘|’ in middle age Korean, in <Queen
Sunwon’s Eongans>, ‘W(nae), ‘¥l(nui)’ and ‘Al(je) are combined with the
subject case marker ‘7}(ga) again. There are examples of the honorific
subject case markers ‘IA’ and ‘ALAM/ALAF. Among them, ‘Z]A’ appears
to be ‘¥]A’ in middle age Korean, but in these letters, ‘Z]A’ appears with A
eliminated. ‘A’ is the honorific form of the subject case marker developed
from the ¢ ombination of ‘-#]’, which is the adverbial case marker that
displays ‘the dative of honorific’, and ‘-4’, which is originated from ‘°©]A’,
the application of ‘Sl/¢]A]-". Because the adverbial case marker ‘¥’ is
grammaticalized from the combination of the genitive case marker ‘A’ and
demonstrative pronoun ‘A3]’, ‘A’ can’t be eliminated voluntarily in ‘*’ or ‘&
A’. However in these eongans, these are expressed with ‘J’ and ‘HA’

respectively. There is subject case marker ‘¢4 (uisyeo)’ identified, which is
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similar to ‘ol 4 (eseo)’ in contemporary Korean used as a subject case marker

¢ ’ ¢ ’

by being combined with group noun. The objective case markers are ‘&’, ‘S,

¢ ’ ’

and ‘E. It is

‘S’ and ‘E’, and the dominating appearance frequency is ‘=
interesting that this tendency is the opposite aspect of the typical late modern
Korean. In addition, the adverbial case marker for place is mostly ‘2] (ui)’.
Other adverbial case markers are ‘°|Z’, ‘7’ and ‘<#’. The adnominal case
marker is uniformed to ‘2] (ui)’.

Among auxiliary postpositional particles, the subject auxiliary postpositional
particles are ‘2/2/=/%. ‘2 and ‘=’ are mostly used according to the
phonological environments of preceding substantives, and ‘2(eun)’ is used in
syllabication in most cases. However, ‘Z(geot) is the only one used in
liaisonism.

The object honorific prefinal ending {-3 -} is only used as the function of
hearer honorific prefinal ending, which is the general feature of late modern
Korean. In case ‘~A]-" of subject honorific and {-%-}, the past tense prefinal
ending, are combined, all ‘~°}/©] 7 A]-" forms appear instead of ‘A’. While ‘-
A=’ which expresses future, assumption and intention, is grammaticalized as
the prefinal ending, sentences with ‘-7 - are still used. In these eongans,
“A &9/Al §oA]-", which are the original form before abbreviation, appear
more often than ‘~Z-" and ‘~AA]-".

Regarding the relative honorific expressions, ‘€ -©°|t} of very honorific
level, ‘€ 8°/%Y’ of ordinary honorific style and ‘ZTtH of non-honorific
appear according to Kkinship, social status and social relationship between
narrator and hearer. In these eongans, unusual aspects are identified in the
relative honorific expressions. The first one is ‘2 Tt} in letters sent to her
son-in—law. In eongans of Joseon Dynasty, letters sent to son-in-laws were
generally written in the ‘€4’ form, but among 30 letters sent to Queen
Sunwon’s son-in-law Yun Ui-seon, 28 letters have ‘4’ form, and 2 letters

have ‘2t form. Even though the social status of Queen Sunwon was very
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high, it is general to use honorific words in the ‘€4’ form to son-in-law,
but interestingly, she used the ‘@Tt} form. There was coming-of-age
ceremony of Queen Hyoyeon, the wife of King Heonjong, on the previous
night. The letter contains resent and disappointment towards her son-in-law
who didn’t attent the ceremony. In that sense, it is possible that the mental
state of Queen Sunwon when she wrote the letters affected the speech level.
Her disappointment at her son-in-law’s absence from the ceremony affected
the honorification of this letter. It also shows how close she was with the
third son-in-law Yun Eui-seon.

Another interesting feature is that the relative honorific expressions are
different depending on status. In the letter sent to her second cousin Kim
Heung-geun, ‘€4’ and ‘@ o]t} forms are used, which was identified to be
involved with the change of Kim Heung-geun’s social status. In other words,
when the status of the recipient was a minister, she used ‘€4’ form, and
when he was promoted to the first vice-premier, she used ‘€ % o]t} form.
This aspect of changing honorific expressions while using them strictly
indicates that she considered her cousin’s higher position even though she
was at higher status.

As shown above, <Queen Sunwon’s Eongans> have languages and the
orthography used in royal court and noble families along with new forms and
expressions that appeared in the 19th century. However, the orthography,
phonological features and forms are characteristics before the 19th century.
Therefore, <Queen Sunwon’s FEongans>, which reveal the conservative
characteristics of the 19th royal court language, have high Korean linguistic

value.

Keyword: Korean Old Vernacular Letters, Queen Sunwon, Princess

Dukwon, Yeonchul-Bunchul, Palatalization, Relative honorific System
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