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Summery

Aspects of Songup Folksongs

Kim Young-don

Songup. a village in the bosom of the hilis in Pyoson-myon, Namcheju-gun, Cheju
Island. was the capital of Chongui-hyon districi during 1423-1914, when Cheju Is-
land’s adminisrative districts were divided into three parts. The village was designated
as a Folklore Village(Imporant Folklore Material No. 188) by the government in 1984,
because 1t displays distinguishing features in its geography, history. society. culture
and life-style. Those features characterize the village as a remarkable tourist spot as
well as a valuable area in cultural-anthropological and folklore study.

The local characteristcs of Songup as an inland plains village. and as a capital for
five centuries, are reflected in local folksongs: Along with labor songs easily found in
any traditional Cheju village, many non-functional songs have been uniquely well-kept
in the village due to its having been a capital.

The non-functional songs aumber about 15 items, and are represented by ‘Kwandok-
chongap’, "Yongchon-gom', ‘Bongji-ga’, ‘Sanchonchomok’, etc.. Most of these have not
been created in the region, but were imported from the mainland. so that they have
undergone some transformation. The way they were imported and transfromed is a
crucial research subject. For the subject is valuable also for the study of non-
functional songs of the mainland, where almost all of them have disappeared. as these
materials show. The non-functional songs of Songup remarkably show their origin from
Kyongso-do(including Kyongki-do, Hwanghae-do, Pyongan-do) folksongs. and never
from Cholla-do, Kyongsang-do and Kangwon-do folksongs. In particular, they seem to
have a close relationship with Santaryong-branched folksongs. Words forms of Songup
were imported directly from the mainland with little transformation.

Uniquely developed in Songup are such labor songs as ‘Auegi’. "Hongaegi' which are
sung while weeding. 'Yonjamae Norae', unlike in other regions where it is rarely sung.
i1s sung in a well-arranged style in Songup. This is sung while pounding rice in a
mortar called ‘Nambangae' or ‘Yonjamae'.

Songup folksongs reveal a great deal of variety and uniqueness including various
kinds of non-functional songs, and several labor songs. Further researches. exploring
backgrounds and informants together. are to be undertaken in the musical, literary,
cultural-anthropological and folklore spheres.
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