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Review of Koganemaru by Iwaya Sazanami
—The Spirit of the Times Embodied in the Characters -

Jeon, So-young

Jeju National University Graduate School
Department of Japanese Language and Literature

Supervising Professor Kim, Nan—hui

This thesis studies Koganemaru (1891), written by Iwaya Sazanami
(1870-1933), who is known as a pioneer of Japanese children’s stories. The
paper focuses on and looks into the background behind the creation of
Koganemaru and how the spirit of the Meiji period is embodied in the
character.

Koganemaru was a popular children’s story that was written as the first
volume in the [Juvenile Literatures; series organized by Haku-bunkan, a
newly established publisher at that time. It was in modern times that the
West began to recognize the concept of children’s literature. It is considered a
groundbreaking achievement that during the same period, Sazanami wrote
stories, taking children’s taste into consideration from the beginning. However,
taking note of the fact that there was a problem with it despite its
significance as the first modern children’s fairy tale in Japan, this thesis
investigates the story. The problem is that political ideology is generally
included in the creative fairy tales for innocent children. As the grounds for
this argument, the issue has been raised that the ideas of loyalty towards the
king and filial piety from the Imperial Mandate for Soldiers and the Imperial
Rescript on Education are cleverly reflected in the story.

First, in Chapter 1, the paper examines what lies behind the creation of
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Koganemaru. To that end, the focus has been placed on the author’s family
background and what happened while he was growing up, all of which serves
as a crucial motivation for him to start as a fairy tale writer, according to
what the paper discovered. From his childhood, the environment surrounding
Iwaya Sazanami created an atmosphere where he inevitably had access to
books and entertainment, and this thesis looks into how he ended up pursuing
literature rather than medicine, which was his family’s business.

In Chapter 2, the role of each character was deduced by analyzing what
the name of each character represents; in other words, each character exhibits
behaviors corresponding to its name. The main character, Goganemaru, has a
motif of typical heroic tales. The work shows a confrontation between
advocates and opponents surrounding the main character. It can be inferred
that the writer expresses the special spirit of the Meiji period through the
role of the characters.

Chapter 3 examines the various images of the East and West classics. The
method Sazanami uses i1s to insert folk tales that are well-known in Japan
into the work. Such a method i1s thought to create interest that people feel as
if they were watching the sequel to a familiar folk tale. On top of that, 7he
FRecords of the Three Kingdoms and The Outlaws of the Marsh two Chinese
classics, are also cited, and various images considering educational aspects
are represented.

Lastly, this thesis selects the Imperial Mandate for Soldiers and the
Imperial Rescript on Education as the spirit that penetrates the entire work
and studies how they are projected in the story. Highlighted in the Imperial
Mandate for Soldiers and the Imperial Rescript on Education, which the new
Meiji Government made for national integration, are the ideas of loyalty
towards the king and filial piety, and the paper shows that this is faithfully
reflected in the work.

This work was written by Iwaya Sazanami at the age of twenty, a man
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who grew up in the turbulence of the Meiji era. As a young writer, who was
able to understand the feelings of adventurous children, it is thought that he
could create dramatic plots and novel ideas. It is clear that this work opened
the way for modern Japanese children’s literature, but it is a pity that a

literary work targeting children contains the spirit of the times of imperialism.
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