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<Abstract>

The characteristics of media

in the works of Kwon Young-woo

Kim Ji-Yeol

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Korean Painting, Department of Fine Art

Supervised by Professor Kwak Jung-Myung

Kwon Young-woo(1926-2013) is a first-generation painter of liberation who
was assigned the task of modern succession to the traditional Korean
painting during the chaotic times of liberation and the Korean War.

He expanded the expression of Korean painting by getting out of the
stereotype that require the components: paper, writing brushes and ink stick
and then developing his original style intensively focusing on a media, Hanji.
As a study about such characteristics of media in the works of Kwon
Young woo, this paper analyzes his works from the 1970s to the late 1980s
called the prime of his life and tries to reveal that he pioneered a new field
in both the content and the technique of Korean painting.

In 1950s, the early conception period he usually tried to make nonobjective
expression of subjects that were usually encountered in daily life, which

revealed his point of view to be free from the traditional Korean painting style.
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And from the mid-1960s: period of Hanji experiment, noting the nature of
hanji among traditional Korean painting materials, he began to try his original
expressions like tearing and pasturing it with his hands except pen and ink.

Then from the 1970s focusing on the Hanji works, he focused on abstract
works that instilled a sense of space and cubic effect into the white screen
through changes in form, light and shade that occurred by accident, mainly
using tools.

Later during his stay in France from 1978 to 1989, he faced a new turning
point in the way he worked. He reinterpreted the characters of Korean
painting with a modern sense by highlighting the lines on the existing white
screen and introducing ink and coloring.

All told, Kwon’s work can be summarized as a footstep in the artistic spirit
of not only inheriting the tradition of Korean painting but also seeking to
break away from the normative framework and building his own original
world of painting. The study of the harmonious combination of
traditional-oriented thinking and creative experimental spirit revealed in his
life and work will lay the foundation for the development of the Korean art

circle, which is shrinking today.
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