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Summary

On The Study of Kim Taek—ydng’s Writings of History
Kim Hang-ku

Kim Taek-yong(1850—1927) was one of the famous historians who met with the severest
reversal and the bittest trials in Korean history. In reference to the domestic situatin of that
period. the Korean society was in the throes of the break down of feudalism and the movement
into modern society, and in view of outside circumstances it was also suffering from the armed
aggression of Japan as well as other strong powers and from the loss of national rights attendant
to 1t.

Kim Taek-ysng, who was a prominent writer as well as an outstanding historian. wrote many
Korean history books to inspire a consciousness of sovereign independence and to conserve the
national culture through his works. The masterpieces among his works are 'Yoksachipyak'( F&2
#8875 ), ‘Hansakyung' (% %), and ‘Hankukyoktaesosa ( 2BFE{t/)s57 1. They cover. respective-
ly. the ancient period to Koryo, Chosun. and the ancient period to Chosun.

‘Hansakyung™ and ‘Hankukyoktaesosa” were written and published in China where he stayed
for a while as a political refugee. His works. which seem to be influenced by "Silhak (‘&) of
late Chosun.still show not only many traditional elementsbut also partial modern characteristics.

It may be given as a conclusion that Kim Taek-vong was then a figure in the period of
transition between the traditional and modern history.
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