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ABSTRACT

A Study on Schopenhauer’s Philosophy
of Nature

— The Nature as the Objectification of Will

and Individualization —

Lee, Jin Young
Department of Philosophy

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Schopenhauer's metaphysics of will deconstructs traditional metaphysics. The
Schopenhauer’s philosophy of nature based on the metaphysics of will
provides a foundation for understanding the dynamic structure of natural
phenomena. Based on the metaphysics of will Schopenhauer emphasizes that
the will is not only the will that manifests itself in human, but also the
principle that it governs all objects, including inorganic and organic bodies.
Schopenhauer's philosophy of nature discusses the dynamic phenomena of
nature while criticizing the interpretation of nature based on the dualistic
theory of spirit and matter presented by traditional philosophy and the
theory of natural theological purpose, and emphasizes that the wvarious
phenomena of nature are the objectification of the will through physical

experience, the direct objectivity of the will. Schopenhauer, in particular,
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emphasizes that the same will is manifested in the various objects of nature
by the principle of individualization and these objects are in a state of
conflict with each other. Based on the same will and physical nature,
Schopenhauer’s interpretation of nature develops unique discussions on the
essence of nature while deconstructing the interpretations of nature by
ancient philosophy, modern idealism, materialism and causeology.

The domestic studied on Schopenhauer philosophy were mainly discussed in
relation to the subjects of philosophy of life, existential philosophy and art
philosophy. These discussions well representation Schopenhauer's metaphysics
of will. Besides above discussions, it is necessary to examine Schopenhauer's
philosophy of nature to gain an deep understanding of his metaphysics of
will because Schopenhauer defines that the whole natural phenomenon is
due to objectification of the will. That 1is, the various phenomena that
emerge from nature reveal what the nature of the will is. In this regard, this
paper examines the characteristics and problems of Schopenhauer's
philosophy of nature with regard to the TThe World as Will and
Representationy and "On the Will in Nature;.

In the present paper it is particularly noted that Schopenhauer emphasizes
conflict, confrontation and finiteness among objects in nature on the basis of
metaphysics of will, and criticizes the concept of nature and the humanistic
nature interpretation presented by modern and traditional philosophy,
respectively. Being motivated by his emphasis and criticism, the present
paper examines how Schopenhauer discusses natural phenomena as
objectification of the will and the way of object existence. The present
author examines the features and problems of his philosophy of nature that
distinguish from the interpretation of nature in traditional philosophy, and
further, examines the meaning of their existence for various objects under
the control of the will in nature and human life.

According to Schopenhauer, the entire nature, as well as individual natural
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phenomena, is the product of objectification of will. In other words, nature
1s an objectified single will through the principle of individualization: time
and space, with an idea as a medium. The will visualizes itself in each
object through idea, which is nature. The will actively reveal itself not only
in inorganic and organic bodies but also in human life. According to
Schopenhauer, because the will is characterized by baselessness and blind
impulses, it is impossible to grasp it through a natural science explanation
based on morphology or causality. Here the Schopenhauer’s philosophy of
nature points for interpretation of nature.

Schopenhauer defines the will revealed from nature's objects as the will to
life, which inevitably leads to conflict among natural objects that have the
blind and impulsive will to life as their inner essence. This is because the
existence of each object is governed by its will in the sense that the will
itself is objectified, and the will to life requires constant struggle for survival
among the objects. Of course, Schopenhauer acknowledges the teleonomy of
nature. However, this teleonomy of nature highlights the superiority of the
will to reveal one's presence in the population, unlike the teleonomy
suggested by traditional philosophy and confirms again that all natural
phenomena are due to the objectification of the will. Here it is confirmed
that human life, as a part of nature, also exists only to realize the whole
idea of nature, namely the preservation of species. We can see from this
reference that Schopenhauer's natural philosophy rejects anthropocentricism.

Schopenhauer accepts the concept Kant's intelligible and empirical
character to describe the process of revealing himself in humans where the
will 1s an object. Here the intelligible character, meaning the nature of the
existence of the will itself, appears specifically to humans as an empirical
character. However, according to Schopenhauer, all the empirical characters
that emerge from humans as objects are governed by a intelligible character.

Unlike Kant in this regard, Schopenhauer denies the existence of free will in
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human behavior. In other words, free will is not allowed because human
empirical character is defined by intelligible character. Although human
beings as individuals have an unique character acquired through experience
and reflection, they are ultimately governed by their prescient personality.
The acquired character is only a temporarily suspended empirical one, and is
subject to a intelligible one.

According to Schopenhauer, human life as an entity that makes up nature
faithfully embodies the objectification of the will like inorganic matter, plants
and animals in nature. Of course, not all objects in the objectification phase
of will are objectified in the same way. It is true that the nature of species
at each stage of objectification of the will is revealed differently, but there
1s no denying that their existence is ultimately due to objectification of the
will. According to Schopenhauer, the positivity of the will appears as the
body's positivity where reproductive impulses are given to humans as objects.
The most obvious manifestation of the will to life as an individual is
reproductive drive. Schopenhauer argues that this reproductive drive is for
the will itself to abandon a dying object and reveal its existence In a new
one. Here, reproductive drive, the ultimate expression of the will to life, are
just an opportunity for the will to manifest itself. In this regard,
Schopenhauer emphasizes that nature strives for the preservation of species,
not for the preservation of individual. This is because species should be
preserved even though certain individual dies out, and maintaining
objectification of the will through this process is the reason for the existence
of nature.

The Schopenhauer’s philosophy of nature reveals that creation and
extinction of individuals and their life process are in a state of conflict. This
1s because, in the nature where the will is objective, each object has a
homogenous characteristic caused by being governed by the will, but is in a

state of persistent conflict with other objects for the sake of the will to life
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revealed in each individual. In addition the Schopenhauer’s philosophy of
nature emphasizes the finite nature of the individuals. Here, creation and
extinction, birth and death, are defined as inevitable and fundamental
phenomena, not only in inorganic and organic bodies but also in humans
posited at the highest stage of objectification of the will. The Schopenhauer’s
philosophy of nature that emphasizes human finiteity is a natural conclusion
from his metaphysics of will that defines all nature's individuals as a means

of manifesting blind will.
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