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ABSTRACT?"

Action Research

on Lesson of Global Connections
. A Case of Child Labour Issue

Song, Ji-Yeon

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Jeong, Kwang-Joong

Interdependence and interconnectedness are gradually deepening
with globalization, and we have connections with people around the
world. The problems that arise in the world are also closely related
to us. To solve the world problem, we need a global citizenship that
recognizes connections that we have with the world.

In this study, global connections class was implemented using child
labor issues. In order to make a lesson plan, surveyed prior
knowledge of the issue of child labour. According to the survey, first,

students knew a little about the lives of children in the Third World.

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education conferred in February, 2020.
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Second, students do not know specifically about child labour issues.
It was reflected in the class according to the pre-survey. First, the
connections between child labour and students was recognized. So,
using the materials of everyday life, they found out that they were
part of the world’s network. Second, students could understand the
lives of working children. For this purpose, statistics on child labor,
interview data, and photo data were utilized to identify how many
children work around the world and the causes of child labour
problems.

The class repeated the plan-implementation-reflection process. In
the first class, the students knew the meaning of child labour and
identified the status of child labour. After the first class, the
students expressed sympathy and compassion for the working
children. It also responded that it would not buy products produced
from child labour to solve child labour problems. The students
thought that child labour problems should be solved, but they did
not recognize the connections between child labour and their life.

In the second class, the causes of child labour problems were
identified. Students searched various reading materials, videos and
data to find out the cause of child labour problems. Poverty is the
cause of child labour problems, which are in a vicious circle due to
an unfair global system. And they found out how the unfair world
system works. Through the second class, students found the cause
of child labour problems, but found it difficult to figure out how
their consumption affected the unfair global system.

In the third class, students figured out how to solve child labour
problems. The students figured out how people tried to solve child
labour problems. Through the third class, students were aware of
the seriousness of child labour problems. In addition, students said
they would not use products produced from child labour to solve
child labour problems, but would purchase fair trade.

Through the Global connections lesson, students understood the
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unfamiliar child labour problem. The students found that children
were working hard and were physically and mentally damaged. The
students presented a way to solve the child labour problem and
made a pledge to implement it.

However, there were also difficulties in global connections
classes. Students found it difficult to wunderstand global
connections. Because the global connections, such as the connection
between their lives and the lives of children who are working, and
the connection between consumers and businesses, is too complex
and invisible. As a result, some students said they should help
children by purchasing products produced from child labour. It was
also difficult to come up with concrete ways to solve child labour
problems. There are cases where simulation lessons are given to
simplify complex global connections, but they have limitations that

can distort real society.
Keyword : Global connections, Child labour, Global citizenship,

Global citizenship education, Elementary Social studies, Action
research
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