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Asbstract

Effects of Grandparents’ Caregiving Experiences among
young adults on Attitudes toward the older adults

- Focus on quality of relationship with grandparents -

Kim, Hyeon Jeong

Department of Human Ecology & Welfare,
GRADUATE SCHOOL JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Supervised by professor Joohong Min

The purpose of this study 1s to examine the effect of
grandparent caring experiences among young adults on attitudes
toward the older adults. This study also investigated the
moderating effects of quality of relationship between
grandparent-grand child on the association between grandparents’
caregiving and attitude toward older adults. The study used a
sample of 363 participants (136 males, 227 females) aged 20 to 39.

The results of this study were as follows : First, the group who
experienced care from grandparents reported positive attitude toward
older adults for the policy support. Second, those who experienced care
from their grandparents earlier in their life showed more positive

attitude toward the older adults for acceptability. Third, There was a
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significant interaction effect of relationship quality (emotional cohesion
and conflict) on the association between timing and duration of care
and attitudes toward the older adults.

Based on the results of this study, it was found that the
grandchildren’s attitudes toward the older adults were influenced
by whether they had experiences of care from grandparents, when
they received care, and how long they received care, from their
grandparents Emotional solidarity and conflict between
grandparents and grandchildren were found to interact with timing
of caregiving.

This study 1s meaningful in that 1t analyzes the caring
experiences from various aspects and examines how to approach
the care of grandchildren through grandparents and examines the
relationship  between the young generation and the older
generation.

Future research will shed light on to examine the quality of
intergenerational relationships between grandparents and parents
as well as grandchildren. It is necessary to be more specific about

the context in which care takes place.

Key words : caregiving, generational relations, attitudes towoard

the older adults, contact theory, life course perspective
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