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1) J. Brahms Clarinet Sonata No. 1 in f minor Op. 120 A= 8j73
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Abstract

A Study on the Analysis of for Performing
Sonata for Clarinet and Piano, No. 1

in f minor Op. 120 by Johannes Brahms

Jeju National University Graduate School
Department of Music

Boo, So jung

The purpose of this study is to analyze {Clarinet Sonata No. 1 in f
minor Op. 120)», and more specifically to investigate the performance
techniques to help clarinet players better understand and play the work
of Johannes Brahms.

The 19" century music, avert from the classicism focused on the more
conventional form, was centered around expressing the emotions and
ideas. On the other hand, Brahms was on the side of adhering to the
classical form, introducing unity in his works by means of Entwickelnde
Variation.43) Harmonically, Brahms's works are abundant with 3™
progressions due to the influence of traditional/folk German music,
paralleled motions of 3 and 6" progressions, arpeggiation, and
chromatic progressions. In terms of rhythms, the use of syncopations or
Hemiola44) cause ambiguity.

Clarinet Sonata No.1 comprises four movements. The first movement,

43) Entwickelnde Variation: Brahms intentionally relocated the formative factors that
come at the later part to the former part according to the motives. This has made
connections with themes at the later part more tight, strengthening the ties between
the respective parts. This motive, introduced by Brahms, first called in the academia
as ‘Urmotiv’ or ‘Mottomotiv,” was later named Schoenberg as ‘Entwickelnde Variation.’

44) Hemiola: A Greek term derived from Latin, ‘hemiolios’ meaning ‘one and a half’ to
indicate the change from triple time to duple time.
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Allegro appassionato, bears the style of a sonata where 3 themes are
presented in the exposition. The second movement, Andante un poco
Adagio shows ornamented rhythms of demisemiquavers for a lyrical
melodic line in a ternary form. In the third movement, Allegretto
grazioso, main melody is first presented by the clarinet, followed by the
canonic imitation of the piano two measures after. Also, the movement
is a bridge with an offbeat octave progression. The final movement,
Vivace, is a rondo.

In conclusion, Clarinet Sonata No.1 is a classical work in terms of form
and composition, and is characterized with its Romanticism in using
lyrical melodies. In addition, an excellent contrapuntal response is

prominent in the coordination between the piano and clarinet.
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