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Abstract

A Study on the Water Use of Udo Residents

in Jeju Island

HAN, Jeong—-Hyo
Department of Sociology
Graduate School of

Jeju National University

The Jeju people used Yongcheon-Su, which rises as a surface through
cracks in the rock or strata, as drinking water. However, when
Yongcheon-Su was not enough, Bongcheon-Su was used as drinking water.
Bongcheon-Su is a collection of rainwater from individual houses or trees, or
from community reservoirs, where Yongcheon-Su is available, Bongcheon-Su
was used for domestic water and cows, horses.

In terms of water availability, the Udo Island region had greater natural
constraints than the main island of Jeju. Although Jeju main island had Halla
Mountain and valley and Yongcheon-Su along the coast, there were no
mountains or valleys in Udo Island, which was different from the natural
conditions of Jeju main island. This external environment made it difficult to
get water in Udo and even bigger crisis came when drought came. Also, the
shortage of drinking water became worse as more people moved to Udo
Island and lived there. Water shortages were a pressure that weighed down
Udo Island.

This thesis focused on the crisis of water shortages that the people of Udo
Island experienced and examined how they tried to solve the water shortage

problem with a bucket of water. Since people lived in Udo Island, the water
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problem was a difficult task to solve, and people in Udo Island also
investigated how they solved the water shortage problem. And now that the
shortage of drinking water has been resolved, the people of Udo Island have
explained to them what the bucket of Bongcheon-Su means.

In this thesis, the residents of Udo Island made and used the bucket of
Bongcheon-Su to accept the natural environment of Udo and to practice
water self-sufficiency. When water shortages were caused by a drought, the
crisis was overcome with the help of Jeju main island, and recently, water
problems that had been difficult for residents for a long time were resolved
by connecting the water supply pipes. However, residents still remember a
time when they suffered from water shortages in the past, and were able to
confirm that they were prepared for water shortages while not filling up the

water tanks.
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