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[Abstracts]

Resolving Regional Conflicts and Deliberative Democracy:

A Comparative Study of Deliberative Decision-Making Cases in Korea

In general, the public debate methodology is a democratic strategy that is
essential to the purpose of resolving group conflict or public conflict, but it
achieves different results depending on the pattern of conflict. To resolve
conflicts in the regional community, the definition of concepts of various conflict
aspects should precede and the problem of the limitation of public discussion
methodologies should be theoretically solved. This study starting from Hegel's
Phenomenology of Spirit and Abendroth’s radical ideas, also mainly employs the
practical structures presented by Volkan and Habermas. There are two central
objectives of this study: First, to examine conflict aspects from the perspective
of the philosophy of self-reflection. Second, seeking a flexible, deliberative
strategy to resolve public conflicts in the community.

In this paper, an objective interpretation was attempted by first exploring the
aspects of regional conflict on a theoretical level and then reviewing existing
methodologies for resolving conflicts. Additionally, the two-pronged theory of
deliberative democracy was described in parallel and the practical limitations of
the theory were discussed. In aggregate theoretical discussions formed an
analysis frame on the reciprocal dynamics between the psychotherapy model for
conflict resolution and deliberative democracy. Subsequently, practical issues
were reviewed by comparing and analyzing three deliberative poll cases that
were conducted in Korea. The cases are the Shin-Kori 5 and 6 reactors
deliberative poll, Jeju Greenland International Medical Center deliberative poll and
the Bus Rapid Transit deliberative poll in Busan. Finally, this study has been to

try to contribute a little to the process of resolving realistic regional conflicts by
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presenting a model of deliberative democracy that mutually complements
elements of representative democracy and participatory democracy and a

methodology for flexible public discussion based on conflict aspects.

Key Words: Regional Conflict, Deliberative Democracy, Public Discussion, Conflict

Management, Conflict Aspects
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