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[ Abstract)

A Study on the Possibility of Registering the Memory of the World
through the Cultural Heritage Value of Jeju 4-3Events Archives

Hyun Soo-sung

Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage Education, Jeju National University

Graduate School of Social Education
Advisor Professor Jang Seung-hee

The purpose of this study is to identify the cultural heritage value of Jeju 4-3
Events Archives which are a collection of memories and records of the events, and
to examine the possibility of listing them in the Memory of the World Register.
Many qualifications are required for the listing in the Memory of the World Register
and it is judged that the archives related to Jeju 4-3 Events are a valuable asset that
should not be destroyed in human history in terms of historical, academic, and
symbolic value. Despite the characteristics of each of the archives, the authenticity,
which is the qualification of the Memory of the World, of Jeju 4-3 Events Archives
was secured because their origins were identified. In addition, in light of the
peculiarity of Jeju 4-3 Events and the singularity of these archives to be listed in the
Memory of the World Register, Jeju 4-3 Events Archives are the records that should
not be destroyed in human society. This coincides with originality and irreplaceability
which are the qualifications for the Memory of the World. World significance, the
standard of the Memory of the World Register, can be analyzed by dividing into
time, place, people, theme, and form. The concept that represents Jeju 4-3 Events
Archives regarding ‘time’ is ‘Cold War’ and in terms of ‘place,” it is ‘Jeju Island.’
Jeju island has a meaning as a place of occurrence and development of Jeju 4-3
Events, and also as a center of truth investigation activities to deal with the events.
There are various ‘people’ related to Jeju 4-3 Events Archives. The most important
people will refer to all the victims of Jeju 4-3 Events and there are also people who
are directly and indirectly related to the events. The theme and subject of Jeju 4-3
Events Archives are the ‘violence’ and the ‘settlement of the past issues’ through the
identification of facts about the violence and the recovery of honor of the victims. In

terms of ‘form and style,” Jeju 4-3 Events Archives can be classified into document
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records and oral records. The Jeju 4-3 Events Archives are the Memory of World
heritage of humanity that have sufficient historical and academic value and symbolic
value in the aspect of cultural heritage value. This indicates that there is a need to
promote the listing of Jeju 4-3 Events Archives in the Memory of the World
Register in light of cultural heritage. This is because the authenticity, uniqueness,
irreplaceability, and world significance of Jeju 4-3 Events Archives were confirmed in
terms of the standard of the Memory of the World Project.

The positive aspects of the possibility of listing Jeju 4-3 Events Archives in the
Memory of the World Register are as follows: First, the listing of Jeju 4-3 Events
Archives in the Memory of the World Register coincides with the main purpose of
the Memory of the World. Second, all the records constituting Jeju 4-3 Events
Archives correspond to the subjects to be listed in the Memory of the World
Register and satisfy the listing criteria. Third, in Korea, there has been considerable
academic discussions on Jeju 4-3 Events, and there are enough infrastructure and
expertise for the listing in the Memory of the World Register. On the other hand,
the negative aspects of the possibility of listing are as follows: First, UNESCO has
not received an application for the listing in the Memory of the World Register in
recent years. Second, in order to list the records held by diverse institutions in the
Memory of the World Register, it is necessary to obtain the consent from all the
institutions. Third, there is no exact name that can reveal the characteristics of Jeju
4-3 Events. Nevertheless, in consideration of its value, the possibility that Jeju 4-3
Events Archives will be listed in the Memory of the World Register cannot be
excluded. The dedication for the listing in the Memory of the World Register is
necessary in order to enhance the cultural heritage value of Jeju 4-3 Events.

This study offers several suggestions based on the current state of the promotion
to list Jeju 4-3 Events Archives in the Memory of the World Register and the
possibility of listing. First, it is necessary to lead various stakeholders to participate
in the process for the listing in the Memory of the World Register. Second, it is
necessary to set accurate goals for the listing in the Memory of the World Register
and to provide an appropriate support for this. Third, it is necessary to promote a
selective listing of Jeju 4-3 Events Archives in the Memory of the World Register
after a sufficient academic review. At the time of promoting the listing of Jeju 4-3
Events Archives in the Memory of the World Register, this study is meaningful in
that it identified the cultural heritage value of Jeju 4:3 Events Archives and
examined the possibility of listing the Archives in the Memory of the World Register

in advance. It is necessary to carry out a sufficient study prior to the utilization of
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cultural heritage. The value of the cultural heritage to be listed should be identified
and the possibility of the listing should be examined. The result of this study
suggests a great necessity and high possibility of listing Jeju 4-3 Events Archives in
the Memory of the World Register. It is necessary to further examine the method of
listing and adjust the time of listing.

Keywords:
Jeju 4-3 Events, Jeju 4:3 Events Archives, Memory of the World, possibility of

listing, utilization of cultural heritage, historical-academic-symbolic value
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