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ABSTRACT

An Interpretation of High School Students’ Withdrawal
. Focused on Out of-School Youths in Jeju

Eun Seok Kim

Major in Psychotherapy
Graduate School of Social Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Min Ho Kim

Social perception of student withdrawal from highschool is still negative.
The fact alone that one dropped out of school leads he or she to face
prejudice and makes he or she to feel intimidated in life as withdrawal seems
to imply one’s problematic behavior. However, the fact that they have decided
to quit school may pose a potential danger to them. The study starts from
the questions as ‘Is it appropriate to meet out-of-school youths and look at
them as school maladjustments?, And if so, is everything wrong except for
the choice of attending school?” This study is meaningful that it looks at
negative perceptions of existing high school dropouts and reinterprets
meanings derived from experiences shared by researchers of the study. The

results of the study for this process are as follows.
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First, in what context did the withdrawal occur?
Second, what have the highschool dropouts experienced throughout withdrawal?
Third, what is the personal and social significance of the withdrawal shared

by teenagers outside of school?

To carry out these studies, phenomenological research method was used as
it can reveal the essential meaning of high school withdrawal through the
participants’ experience. Among them, Colaizzi(1978)’s method was used as it
focuses on deriving the common attributes of the entire study participants
rather than on the personal attributes.

The research consists of eight participants, four men and four women, a
youth group composed of 18 to 24 years of age, and they all experienced
withdrawal for more than a year. The data collection period was from Nov. 4,
2018 to April 30, 2019, and each participant had two interviews, with an
average interview time of two hours. The analysis of the data was conducted
in accordance with the Phenomenological Qualitative Analysis stage of
Colaizzi(1978), and the components were obtained through the process of
repeated reading of the interview contents of the participants to find
significant contents.

The researcher analyzed the shared experiences of the study’s participants,
and 163 significant statements were derived from 14 drafts. Among them,
there were six topics of study. The followings are the results of a study on
another meaning of withdrawal from highschool.

First, for the participants, withdrawal meant ‘a choice for a new life.” The
participants tried to lead their own lives and stop living passive lives. Second,
withdrawal was ‘the process of fighting against prejudice.” The participants
fought social prejudice in their own way and tried to change others’
perception of them. Third, by withdrawal, ‘their vision expanded and widened.’

The participants have broadened their horizon through new experiences from
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the lives after their withdrawal. Fourth, The participants tried to prove the
reasons they chose withdrawal were right. The study participants showed a
desire to prove and be recognized for their choice of withdrawal. Fifth, for
the participants, withdrawal was ‘freedom and responsibility.” Participants
could learn about the freedom and responsibility given to them after
withdrawal. Sixth, ‘self-directed learning’ was shown through participants’
withdrawal. The study participants critically examined the current education
system, school, and tried to approach to learning from a new perspective.

The result of this study could be used as base data which can help to
understand out of school youths without being biased. Furthermore, the
research has its significance as it can be used in counselling out of school
youths, and as it provides foundation of developments of programs and

services.

¥ Key words: choice, withdrawal, prejudice, out—of-school youth
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