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ABSTRACT

A Narrative of Filipino a Marriage Immigrant Woman

with a Congenital Disabilities Child

Lae Sung Kim

Major in Psychotherapy
Graduate School of Social Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Min Ho Kim

The purpose of the study is to approach the life of a married woman with
congenital retarded child in depth to understand what context she married,
what she experienced while giving birth to and raising a child, and what it
means to that experience.

To conduct the study, the researcher used one of the qualitative research
methods, Narrative Research. Given that the method is a study of the
experiences of individuals living, it is an appropriate method for in—depth
research into the life of married women who raise child with birth defects.

Participants in this study were marriage women from the Philippines who
have been raising child with birth defects since 2010 after their international
marriage in 2009. Data collection was for about six months from October
2018 to March 2019, and the main data collection methods were in—depth
interviews, text messages, phone calls and research journals. Data analysis
was narrarily coded and theme-oriented by repeatedly reading and listening to

field tests.
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The results of the study described the childbearing and child rearing
experiences of the participants in the context of the participants’ lives and
looked at what this experience meant to the participants. The meaning of the
experience derived from the study participants’ stories 1s 'acceptance’,
"continuation of choice’ and 'living with dignity’.

First, the meaning of life experienced by marriage women with birth
retardation child is ‘acceptance’. To help families in the context of universal
international marriages, the study participants accepted the marriage fearfully
but calmly for the treatment of their sick father. In addition, while faced with
the enormous reality of giving birth to children with disabilities before they
were fully adapted to Korean -culture, they realistically recognized and
accepted their children’s disabilities.

Second, ‘continuation of choice’. The study participants were born with a
disability and would not have a second. The participants in the study
experienced difficulties in selecting daycare centers for child with disabilities
and not knowing the exact information in the admission process of
elementary school.

Third, 'living with dignity’. The study participants complained of her
husband’s indifference, reticence and unhelpful parenting. Nevertheless, she
did not accept these conditions passively, but showed more aggressive
responses. The study participants were trying to narrow down cultural
conflicts and difficulties in adapting to family relationships. she also spent his
life interacting with her original family, her family members, using the
network, although she is in Korea. In particular, she had a sense of physical
and emotional stability as her family’'s support increased in the process of
giving birth to and raising disabled child.

Based on these results, the life of a married woman with birth retardant
child was discussed with three justification: personal justification, practical

justification and social justification.
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The results of the study could provide the information necessary for
married women in similar situations to understand their lives and raise their
children. Furthermore, the significance of this paper is to provide the basis

for support and counseling for multicultural families with disabilities child.

¥ keyword: Marriage Immigrant Woman, Disabilities Child, Narrative
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