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Abstract

A study to strengthen legislative activities of female
members of Jeju Provincial Assembly

— focusing on Jeju Provincial Assembly

28 vears has been passed since the execution of local autonomy system in
1991. Local autonomy system has the significant meanings to solve the
people’s daily living problems beyond the politics with power concept and to
provide the transition opportunity to enhance the individual quality of Ilife.
Local governments, which are panels of legislative bodies in the local
governments, play significant roles as one part of the current local autonomy
system such as checking and monitoring the execution bodies, legislating
ordinances that assemblies of local governments decide on the administrative
works of local governments within the boundary of legislations.

Jeju Province was initiated as Special Self-Governing Province on July 1,
2006, and its authorities and importance have been enhanced a lot compared
to other metropolitan assemblies. However, women’'s participations may be
low compared to its importance. This study is to review and analyze the
legislative activities of the female members in the Jeju provincial assembly so
as to suggest the enhancement plans of their legislative activities.

First, upon the analysis results of legislative activities between male and
female members, the numbers of ordinance motions in male and female
members were 3.7 vs 3 times; 5.8 vs 5.8 times; and 44 vs 9.7 times, in the
8Mt010"periodofassemblies,respectively,showingtheincreaseoffemalemembers’
motions, since the foundation of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province.

Second, a survey was conducted in the subjects with female members on

_8"_



the reasons to start politics, items of legislative activities, and women’s
participations in politics. 83.3% (15 persons) of women assembly members
answered to serve the community as their reason to start the politics, and to
get consent from the families was the first thing that they prepared after
determination of local governmental activities. With respect to the allocation
methods of standing committees, 66.7% (12 persons) of them replied the
methods were not fair. For the efforts on the legislation activities by gender,
they answered they did a lot such as legislative functions including ordinance
enactments and amendments (4.33 points on average) and budget review (4.33
points on average). Regarding higher performance than male assembly
members, they replied to show higher performances in legislative functions
including ordinance enactments and amendments (4.22 points on average) and
budget review (4.22 points on average).

For the competitive advantages as female members, they rated legislative
activities by the detailed developments of local issues (4 points on average),
easy access to the inhabitants with careful images (4.11 points on average),
and so on.

The implications of strengthening plans on the legislative activities of the
female members are as follows; First, systemization of women's participations
is required to enhance the social perception how important women's working
for their families as well as communities are in the development of politics
for public interests. Second, strengthening roles of women groups are required
to be able to realize proper policies for women, educate voters, or participate
in volunteering activities of elections for women candidates in the elections.
Third, securing women’s status is required to secure the representation within
the political parties upon active participations and allocations of women.
Fourth, the plans to strengthen women's activities are required to accumulate
and record the experiences of legislation activities properly, and to participate

in the real-life politics upon strengthening the exchanges and collaborative
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relationships among female assembly members, candidates, and preliminary

yvoung politicians.

Key words: Jeju Provincial Assembly, Female Member of Provincial Assembly,

Legislative Activity, Women’'s Status, Collaborative Network
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