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Abstract

The Characteristics and Meanings of Jejudo’s Teuksusin-Bonpuri

-With a Focus of Crossing the Boundaries between This and the Other Worlds-

Eun-yeong Koh
Department of Korean Language and Literature

GRADUATE SCHOOL JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This study intends to identify the characteristics and meanings of Jejudo's
Teuksusin-bonpuri(ritual songs with special narratives). Teuksusin-bonpuri has
also been referred to as “Teuksu-Bonpuri” while “bonpuri” has not been
clearly defined yet. Therefore, this study first clarified what the term “Teuksu
sin-bonpuri” means based on various sources on it. This genre of Korean ritual
songs is commonly characterized by its narrative on special deities’ travel
between a place representing this world and another symbolizing the next
world. This characteristic suggests that special deities are the beings playing
the role of mediating different spaces, promoting the unity, and harmony of
the two separate worlds.

This study examined the subjects and the classification  of
Teuksusin-bonpuri, its narratives shared with folk tales, its ritual nature, and
the cyclical worldview represented in it. Teuksusin-bonpuri includes
“Woncheongang Bonpuri,” “Seminhwangje Bonpuri,” “Heogungaegi Bonpuri,”
and “Samdugumi Bonpuri.” All these songs sing about the communication
between life and death without commonly fixed form or style. The most
remarkable feature of special deities lies in an undifferentiated state where
primitive, vital force comes from. Special deities are not major gods but deities

in peripheries, which, however, can be considered as extended realms and thus
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symbolizes the depths represented in Jeju bonpuri.

Another characteristic of Teuksusin-bonpuri is that it shares narratives with
some folk tales. The undifferentiated state based on mutual understanding is
an idea commonly found in myths and folk tales. Therefore, it has been
incorporated into the narratives of Teuksusin-bonpuri as well as folk tales. In
Korea, myths are not found in regions other than Jeju: but myths and folk
tales share the same origin and have coexisted exchanging influences.

The ritual nature of Teuksusin-bonpuri was identified by looking at its
relationship with the siwangmaiji gut (a rite for worshipping the Ten Kings of
Myeongbu, where judgment takes place in the underworld). Since special
deities are considered minor gods, its narratives can share commonalities with
that of “Chasa Bonpuri,” which is used for the siwangmaji gut, delving into
the fundamental issue of death. The traces of “Woncheongang Bonpuri” and
“Seminhwangije Bonpuri” are preserved in the seoksallim (a ritual to invite
gods at each stage of a gut rite) while "Heogungaegi Bonpuri,” included in
“Chasa bonpuri,” has been recited during rites. The traces of “Samdugumi
Bonpuri” can be found in the gunbyeongijilchim (a stage of a gut rite). As
bonpuri is facing the crisis of disappearing in local shamanic rites, this study
sought to reconstruct the meanings of bonpuri based on its traces in local
rituals.

Teuksusin-bonpuri shares the same world view with “Barideogi,” a Korean
ritual song, the myths of Inanna and the Epic of Gilgamesh. This study
sought to find the significance of Teuksusin-bonpuri in that it represents
cross-boundary thinking system by breaking the boundaries of “I” and “the
other” and the replacement of this and the other worlds.

It is noteworthy that the characters in Teuksusin-bonpuri search for their
way forming relationship with other beings and asking and answering
questions about these relationships in order to go on a journey filled with

hardships that humans can hardly bear. This process breaks the boundaries
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and makes humans, non-humans, and souls communicate with each other. The
spaces serving as the setting of Teuksusin-bonpuri narratives are separated
from each other but harmonized with one another. The characters of
Teuksusin-bonpuri exist on these boundaries.

The spaces that the characters travel between have different characteristics.
These spaces have a certain relation to each other, which can be understood
as the coexistence of opposites. What is experienced and told by the
characters of Teuksusin-bonpuri is based on people’s everyday life where life
and death are interconnected: therefore, its message is something ordinary and
fundamental, and about the philosophy of life that people can easily relate

with.

Key words: Teuksusin-bonpuri, Woncheongang-Bonpuri, Seminhwangje-Bonpuri,

Heogungaegi-Bonpuri, Samdugumi-Bonpuri, cyclical worldview, Crossing the Boundaries
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