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Abstract

Effect’s of Gender, Temporal Distance, Type of Smartphone Apps

on Preference for Smartphone App Use

This study, based on construal level theory, sought to examine what
differences are caused by gender, temporal distance and type of smartphone
apps in relation with preference for smartphone use. People construe the same
information differently depending on whether the information belongs to the
near future or distant future. So assuming that temporal distance and type of
smartphone apps may affect preference for smartphone app use, the study
sought to examine correlations between gender, temporal distance, type of
smartphone apps as to preference for smartphone app use.

As a methodology, the study applied experimental design between 2x2x2
groups composed of each gender (male/female), temporal distance (near
future/distant future), type of smartphone apps (hedonic/utilitarian products)
among 256 people in total and examined the effect’'s of gender, temporal
distance, type of smartphone apps on preference for smartphone app use.

As a result, in regard to people’s behaviors to use smartphone apps, the
study found that there was a significant interaction between temporal distance
and types of smartphone apps. That is, should smartphone apps be used in
the near future, there was more preference for hedonic app use, whereas in
case of being in the distant future, there was more preference for utilitarian
app use.

Secondly, the study found that in case of distant future, there was
difference in preference for smartphone app use by gender. In case of near
future, all genders showed favorable attitude to hedonic products. While, in
case of distant future, males with higher abstract thinking level, had no

difference in preference for use of hedonic or utilitarian products. Females,

_iv_



with the lower abstract thinking level, showed different preference for the
products.

This study conducted research based on temporal distance of construal level
theory, which was not considered in the existing smartphone app-related
research. As a result of measuring preference for smartphone app use, the
study found that there was different preference for use depending on gender,

temporal distance and type of smartphone apps.
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AL 253t A A5 F FogE
A (A) 1.88 1 1.88 047 829
AZ+A A 2 (B) 22.93 1 22.93 567 452
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A x B 5.24 1 5.24 130 719
A x C 2.96 1 2.96 073 787
B x C 599.31 1 599.31 14.820 .000
A x B x C 230.28 1 230.28 5.695 018
23k 6591.41 163 6591.41
7 ) 57027.00 172 57027.00
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