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<Abstract>

A Study of Maintenance and Management Plans for
Public Art

- Focused on Public Artworks of Jeju Island

Kim, Soon-hoon

Graduate School of Jeju National University
Department of Fine Arts

Sculpture Major

Academic adviser: Kang, Min Seok

Public art refers to art for the public installed in parks, squares and open
spaces. Here, public art is normally referred to as works installed and
exhibited in open spaces, and includes installation art in the defined place or
design for the place itself. Moreover, public art also has the meaning of art
combining with the place. Lately, public art gradually intervenes in the public
area by involving the reversed form of commemorative sculpture and acute
criticism in the concept of public art. We can understand that most of public
art projects, which have been implemented by local government or which are
in the process of implementation, are operated aiming to improve regional
images by developing tourism industry and securing regional identity
highlighting characteristics of public art.

However, this kind of public art now requires a new form of public art in
terms of representation of diverse social phenomena and application of the

materials. For this reason, it is undeniable that many differences occurred in
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materials and features of the corresponding works and the previous works.
Therefore, the current maintenance and management plans of public artworks
applying the identical standards inevitably encountered the limitations and this
1s considered a factor menacing the existence of public art itself. In other
words, since a considerable amount of public artworks fail to reflect the
characteristics of a city or a region and they only focus on quantitative
results, it is indisputable that they unfortunately transform into a sort of
headache causing only visual pollution or become a factor debilitating
discrimination of regional identity with their lost individuality and
standardized type and appearance.

With this in mind, this study intended to propose correct maintenance and
management of public artworks by inquiring into the current status of public
artworks and seeking maintenance and management plans focused on public
artworks of Jeju Island. The research results demonstrate that most of public
artworks examined by this study were installed in the public spaces after
painting work had been completed. For this reason, it was possible to confirm
that a great deal of damages were observed in the works installed in public
spaces. The damages could be largely divided into natural damages impacted
by the natural and environmental factors and artificial deterioration affected
by humans.

It 1s considered that maintenance and management can be achieved through
active restoration of the original form, color and design of the works.
Moreover, it will be necessary to prepare for maintenance and management
plans by paying attention to aspects of preventing damages through
preliminary knowledge acquirement to allow longer preservation based on
solid materials resisting the natural environment with effectiveness.

Based on this, the best way for follow-up management regarding
management of public artwork and damaged works can consist in

reinforcement of competency of hands-on workers. Nonetheless, the reality of

_52_



public art managed by local governments lack professionalism, and the
connectivity of management is not working properly due to frequent personnel
transfers even with formed professionalism of people in charge. Moreover,
ambiguity in distribution of responsibility is part of limitation in this aspect.
Therefore, for continuous maintenance and management regarding public
artworks for the future, it will be required to search for plans allowing
professional and systematic management, maintenance and repair of public
artworks by constituting a team assuming full charge of such artworks in

each local government
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